Project Spotlight:

Tropical Farms Laboratory

Owner: Martin County
Certified: 9/1/11
Certification Level: Certified
Points: 50
Martin County’s Tropical Farms Laboratory and Workshop has been awarded the Florida Green
Commercial Building designation by the Florida Green Building Coalition (FGBC) after it
successfully met the sustainability standards established in the FGBC Florida Green Commercial
Building Certification program.
The designation represents achievements in a number of categories, such as energy efficiency,
water conservation, site preservation, indoor air quality, materials, and durability, including
disaster mitigation.
FGBC-certified projects complete a technically rigorous building assessment and construction
process to promote design and construction practices that reduce the negative environmental
impacts of the building, improve occupant health and well-being, and reduce operating costs for
the owner.
“As an FGBC-certified building, the Tropical Farms Laboratory and Workshop serves as a
model of sustainability for Martin County businesses and residents,” said Suzanne Cook,
Executive Director for the FGBC.

Tropical Farms Laboratory and Workshop is located within a larger project owned by the Martin
County Utilities Department, which includes a water treatment plant and supporting facilities.
Green features of the lab include:


PV system that provides 30% of the building electric consumption



100% drought tolerant landscaping



No potable water used for irrigation



35% reduction in potable water use inside the building



Environmentally friendly maintenance



Views to the outside for 100% of the occupants



Recycled 75% of the construction waste



38% of the building is comprised of recyclable materials



39% of the materials were manufactured locally



Exterior of building is comprised of durable low maintenance materials



Windows and doors are impact resistant

About FGBC: The Florida Green Building Coalition is an independent non-profit organization that was
established in 2000 to promote green building in the state of Florida through the development of voluntary
green building standards. FGBC's membership is comprised of individuals and businesses from all areas
of the building industry - including research, design, materials, products, construction, inspection, real
estate, financing, sales, and government. For more information visit: www.FloridaGreenBuilding.org

