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The 2012 New American Home, showcased at the
International Builders Show this year, is a symbol of energy
efficiency and innovation featuring the latest in green building
methods and products.
Architect/Builder Phil Kean of Winter
Park, Fla. focused on functional and
transitional spaces and attention to
detail rather than square footage. The
"triple crown winner" received a
platinum certification by the Florida
Green Building Coalition (FGBC), an
emerald rating under the National Green Building Standard
administered by the National Association of Home Builders
Research Center (NAHB-RC), and a platinum certification
under the LEED program through the U.S. Green Building
Council. Drew Smith of Two Trails, Inc. in Sarasota was the
certifier for all three rating standards. The home was built on
an infill site in an older neighborhood close to downtown
Winter Park. Amenities within walking distance include shops,
restaurants and a public library. It was designed to take
advantage of Florida's climate and includes things like walls of
movable glass panels and motorized screens that allow an
easy flow between areas and gives the illusion that it is one
big space. It features lots of windows, incredible energy
efficiency, a solar-powered heating and cooling system, and
limestone flooring. [Read about the green features]

Become a Florida Water Star Certifier
Professional designations offer excellent opportunities for you
to improve your skills, advance your career, and be
recognized for your commitment to professional growth. For
customers, professional designations convey superior
training, practical experience, and in-depth knowledge.

Linkedin Group

Add to your credentials by becoming a Florida Water Star
certifier. With FGBC administering the Florida Water Star
program in the Suwanee River and the Northwest Florida
water management districts, new markets are now available
for you.

Facebook Blog

The two-day training is offered to qualified individuals as the
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first step to becoming a Florida Water Star residential
certifier. Dates are March 15-16, 2012 in Gainesville. Day one
of the training will be spent in classroom instruction. Day two
includes a half day in the field where certifier trainees will be
given hands-on instruction on the inspection process. A
certifier exam is offered in the afternoon of day two. There is
no charge for the training or examand priority is given to
those serving north Florida.
To register, contact Deirdre Irwin at dirwin@sjrwmd.com
Deirdre Irwin
St Johns River Water Management District
386-329-4500

Green Building: Be Both Environmentally
& Legally Conscious

In a world of high energy prices and climate change, green
building issues are becoming more common in the
construction and real estate market. As green building
becomes more prevalent, it is important to remember that
there are legal considerations that should not be lost in the
rush to change building practices. Both clients and attorneys
should become familiar with the benefits and risks involved
with green building. [More]

Energy Bill Undergoes Substantial Changes
The "modest" House energy bill containing recommendations
from Agriculture Commissioner Adam Putnam passed, with
several changes, its final committee stop on February 24.
Supporters of HB 7117 say the bill will help the state create a
framework for an energy policy that will encourage the
expansion of renewable energy and bring jobs to the state.
Putnam says the "modest" bill also is needed to show the
Legislature can pass an energy bill after failing for the past
three years.
HB 7117 would extend $16 million in renewable energy tax
credits, exempt electric vehicle recharging stations from being
regulated as utilities, require a study of forest resources
available for biomass energy and require a review of the
Florida Energy Efficiency and Conservation Act (FEECA) of
2008.
The bill was amended to allow utilities to recover costs for
renewable energy projects by petitioning the Public Service
Commission to show that those projects are in the public
interest. That amendment raised concerns with the
Manufacturers Association of Florida and the Florida Industrial
Power Users Group, which represents large commercial power
customers.
Attorney Jon Moyle, representing the Florida Industrial Power
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Users Group, said utilities should have to show they need the
energy produced by the renewable energy project. His group
also has raised similar arguments against HB 1391, which
would help the Babcock Ranch development in southwest
Florida secure a solar energy project with Florida Power &
Light Co.
"We think having a process whereby you look for the
cheapest source of renewable energy first is a good way to
go," Moyle said Friday. "Biomass is about a third cheaper than
solar. For the cost of one solar energy project you can get
three times as much biomass."
Another amendment by Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Shalimar, would
state in law that gasoline stations now can sell ethanol-free
gasoline. In his HB 4013, he had proposed repealing a
requirement in state law that 10 percent of gasoline contain
ethanol, which some boat owners say damages small engines.
The amendments were adopted and the bill passed
unanimously.

ANSI Updates Standard for High Performance Buildings
A revised American National Standard has raised its
benchmarks for evaluating the energy efficiency of highperformance commercial green buildings. Standard 189.12011, which applies to the design of high-performance, nonresidential green buildings, covers criteria including a
building's site sustainability, water use, energy efficiency,
indoor environmental quality, materials and resource use, and
overall environmental impact on the site and community. The
most significant change in energy-related provisions is the set
of updated requirements in ANSI/ASHRAE/IES Standard 90.12010, Energy Standard for Buildings Except Low-Rise
Residential Buildings.
The revised standard sets requirements for preparing for
onsite renewable energy and producing prescribed levels of
renewable energy. Other changes in the 2011 standard
include more stringent lighting-power density allowances,
required automatic controls for lit signs visible during daytime
hours to reduce lighting power, and provisions to help
mitigate the heat island effect. [More]

EPA Releases Healthy Watersheds Initiative Tool
Concepts, Assessments, and Management Approaches
The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has published
a comprehensive technical document developed to help
implement the Healthy Watersheds Initiative (HWI) by
providing an overview of the key concepts behind the HWI,
examples of approaches for assessing components of healthy
watersheds, integrated assessment options for identifying
healthy watersheds, examples of management approaches,
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and some assessment tools and sources of data. It
summarizes efforts from across the country and could be
useful in developing a highly competitive grant application for
EPA funding or getting EPA to partner and support a proposal
to another agency or organization. [More]

FGBC Certifying Agent Class Set for March 22

For FGBC Certifying Agents on "inactive" status or who are
nearing their renewal date, take advantage of the easy option
for satisfying your annual renewal requirements by enrolling
in the next FGBC Annual Verification class schedule for March
22, 2012 in Pensacola. [Register]
The event coincides with the PowerUp Energy Expo taking
place March 19-21 at the Hilton Penasacola Beach. Our
partner, Gulf Coast Energy Network, which sponsors
PowerUp, is offering FGBC members a $50 registration
discount - mention code: "FGBC-POWER." [Register]

House Repeals 2010 Septic Tank Inspection Requirement
The Florida House approved a bill that would repeal a
statewide septic tanks inspection requirement. The
Legislature in 2010 passed a requirement for statewide septic
tank inspections, but the measure prompted a backlash from
rural residents who viewed it as a government intrusion. The
House passed a repeal bill in 2011 but the Senate did not
take up the measure.
This year, HB 999 by Rep. Chris Dorworth, R-Lake Mary,
attempted to strike a compromise with the Senate by
requiring inspections in 19 counties with the largest firstmagnitude springs, which each discharge more than 64
million gallons per day. The bill establishes restrictions on
local inspection programs, and it allows those counties with
first-magnitude springs to opt out of the inspections. The bill
passed 105-11 and now goes to the Senate. The Senate
version of the bill, SB 820, is in its final committee stop.

Oil Drilling Bill Likely Dead
A Senate committee did not take up SB 1158 during its last
committee meeting of the 2012 session because of concerns
raised by the governor's office. Sen. Greg Evers, the bill's
sponsor, said he is unlikely to introduce the bill next year
after the news media reported that he owned land surrounded
by Blackwater River State Forest, where a company wants an
agreement to explore and drill for oil and gas.
Evers said the governor's office raised concerns about land
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management agencies -- rather than the Cabinet -developing agreements with oil and gas companies. A
spokeswoman for Gov. Rick Scott said the governor's office
had concerns that the bill would create a duplicative process
to handle such issues.

