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David Bean, Insulate America; Jane Conn, ES 
Green & Company; and Steve Baden, RESNET 

  

A new feature of the 2013 RESNET Building Performance 

Conference was the Insulate America/RESNET Best Idea Contest. 

The rating industry was solicited to submit their program 

innovations.  Three winners were selected from all the 

submissions. Jane Conn, principal of Tallahassee-based ES 

Green and Company was recognized for a "Best Idea Award" in 

marketing. Read the story of how ES Green & Company went 

from a fledgling start-up to the leading provider of certification 

services in north Florida. [More]    

Making the Case for Energy Efficiency Retrofits 
 

 

How often have you been asked by a client what the payback 

period is for an energy upgrade you are trying to convince them 

to undertake? A research study by DB Climate Change Advisors 

(DBCCA) and The Rockefeller Foundation examines the potential 

size and investment opportunity of upgrading and replacing 

energy-consuming equipment in U.S. residential, commercial and 

industrial real estate.  

 

The chart below details some of the key technology upgrades that 

are likely to be used in a commercial building or multifamily 

retrofit. Although these are not universally applicable across all of 

the building segments, it provides a picture of the types of 

technology used in an upgrade. [View the full report]  

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ad7aIA4g6fMEWgZfNBjqvgsYQkfkEkK8kS_4FttTlbagST1sMELTeLIN4A1LponV4kskdprR4hTtTUPk4KBAPTvJpgBpick8NS1o2GJ2gHxKvygVdWrntQ2DWJLXiHwcS1N4RqmPDmTKQqaeXrE0e62FBOV9Fn_q-khiCaiwn3L0frF4boVhs0-cCsy8MbGwSVwreOazTvEiCKnkb2TVW8h_tf-3ZvoEFUn7cIszDlUShDlSmVMd-TkT0YR3RlVzRkp0_aniIhRo1Ip1gWK5hXsbpHcEUQF7
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ad7aIA4g6fNK3-6Pz5JaYVvViN_9C_QYKTq_amJPbd9OEOXVuRR3SHY_nowipCb9cYZBdfTZgymzfbyrt7cyMEe0rI-lRATB4U03TfJ_n_ojHARn-kf1uMQ202LOkiONDQ5DDfy24btISYHVOiJ2NHaxKBmZsxitJTSLCjZzqjVUVLFXvwXR0XYB_C7rtAoupUVHcuvbDSM062DBPhYKUxc9jiQI5nU9JmJO_bGwLZNtvQatupoS5St46AH2SMnb1MEHJ32_P0Q5mRr46jHLMQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ad7aIA4g6fP09WT09YkBxsqF5MsdBV5pwkEL3CnmP6Y7cXhEmiTaUsWEVrvZQeLXivxfXloobo1w0Dqn1B_F-PZkIidMv8C7yj5AO6SQtjj3yI8XMiZE08nfsJjz4IVoK7tgvOF79Nel9rbCE5NUQTofKcVLEakKqh5oHLtWcnA_ZWoQT5HSPE_MfBfUdm-cDezj57Y6Y5aJQ-puMl9N5DsLRxSRGXK6i71_QhS0DMHx4YzDghTlKN_TB-fRaBCpupn9WPfhkLhC7isR0ZHHfevXU-2LGYBL9DCPuYCBrbiQ3CAL9kb3cjgVqPKf_cTscT0S1oqBhuhQMUQPzFLTjxsdG3KpN9D96d_QI-RHt-E=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ad7aIA4g6fO0t1cGaYyPtoPUXN4yaHe9a82GSHOIkDBKllru6bNgoNoSo63JXaoV2bBB_tutajN7sgHe9QGxYK_99PJLVY2zMiZJqR9H0TJ5FG4ToiI1f6QETMYpT04mS3w5SbefPz8jfcHTSDQSZrd1DlIesZrWTGdC0Yf3OFs8Io5P2QwhdPeKiSxO03et6CXE2kCeuIVW3us1_3k3x-gsfa7JhTrnxjVjpl5SFzlW5ua2ypYzGQh6LRhWm6aOeHVgJecTIefCANm11hh61qMvLGQdxtSWeks4iYPcOt3QZcvxQJamqw3z2-O7oP77TwMSVv5_2vgocgjHVuRrThz9IjDIZnhwEYgO4ZfI5UbvJwlmDl4uyQ==
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Articles of Interest 
 

  
FGBC In the News 
[More] 
   
Retrofitting the 
Southeast: The Orlando 

Cool Energy House Case 
Study 
[More] 
 
Federal Government May 
Abandon LEED 
Endorsement 
[More] 

Quick Links  

Join FGBC  

  
Linkedin Group  

  
Facebook Blog 

Certification Counts 
 

 
"Florida Green" 

Certifications To Date 
  

Homes 
136 Homes in 2013 

5,557 total as of 2/28/13 
  

Commercial Buildings 
Registered: 20 

Certified: 7 
  

Hi-Rise 
Registered: 4 
Certified: 1 

  

      

Buildings account for approximately one-half (49%) of all energy 

consumed in the United States, 75 percent of all electricity, and 

are responsible for 40 percent of global carbon emissions.   

 

The report summarized the market potential as: 

 Scaling building energy efficiency retrofits in the United 

States offers a $279 billion dollar investment opportunity. 

The energy savings over 10 years could total more than 

$1 trillion. 

 Investments in residential energy efficiency upgrades offer 

$182 billion of investment potential, much of it in single-

family residential properties. 

 Commercial real estate sectors offer $72 billion of 

investment potential, distributed across a variety of sub-

segments. 

 Institutional real estate sectors offer $25 billion of 

investment potential. 

Appraisal Institute Releases Enhanced 'Green' Addendum 
 

  

The Appraisal Institute (AI) released on March 7 an updated 

version of its Residential Green and Energy Efficient Addendum. 

The form is designed to assist in the valuation of energy-efficient 

home features. AI originally issued its' green addendum in 

September 2011 as an optional form to Fannie Mae Form 1004.  

 

The addendum allows appraisers to identify and describe a 

home's green features, from solar panels to energy-saving 

appliances. Form 1004 devotes limited attention to energy-

efficient features, so green data usually doesn't appear in 

appraisal reports or is included in a lengthy narrative that often is 

ignored. 

 

Updates to the addendum include new fields for energy 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ad7aIA4g6fMRK9_9yd3_8ARD3W2nUrGBMFqNqJyL0JIUoS77_wSbxvS5B252xJ-pLqRkSU2F0iNMdC-Ed9ocM3a0fprg2NYoYICdmixIiaLtK-a6wH6Y5zEeddsY8U8sT6TjRWpTxVf0cJLIoYgSMQ8o3hsYpzGqL_Cb4SbtU68Lx749cIZHLpTEIdqHhIUbRX_QG7RJBR9btvGsKkIcYnY9bBx3mA82yhYE6nf-kdNTzl2JeMQ3Dqup6gHIAcNnTWsmCBGRyTXbwUpo8f0wFKXOTyUwrTwj5DTlZ3YmPZmLowlepHHC-Xda0CHi32-Qm57q-3OSl1HFZg9BtP9u6TMGFI7zGN_hzFYIh4IdWvp8UTdsdk-EJA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ad7aIA4g6fOCuD4l73IlfMzVEhYqKlG7W_q1d0lNfXFuPQ8Q4pyAujenx_1MtspHsTzLrALaefAWzghMS__4tdTPGEn0yaV95lI8q6cip59Pk2KyEKHWLttxr6gzzQ7FJJkWuCcdV2VvlOAK6-EtE5zJ3E95Bg9pigLAAy-_iSWqaZdoR8w3M9dlikEtY7o4k9NsKSLKHlgHjj5R1Hh48YaHqNwD4SZNkN7kaL9fcNdIj0qpj5sHUsb_VQHINO6SMUmBFCW2FBpMchGiup8zmYB5QiX2T0XLxCKqHOzjEI00Hb_w8lc-87lu0Fc6FIZhS47JMaKAgOZYJJz7ZYGp9ZvOUSwbkrqE1k8_jkLJ17STu1rZgd1gEw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ad7aIA4g6fPDJpor9cuWsvDoKvtzdamRZD_peWriLM89sA-NxIl3eks8RQhvPX-RYF_w86ywA4rPZH5ewEG7p7e5EPHEfA81Boczhexhbrrrdt1J1YokW8KeQ6iZuBgsJjhZiNcYSmPdfKf_T93iaVmI-gscgtwzVZgeUBFkGKVzOfo4bUqEJkFoUAM0ckgl_11EgPK9SoK9y0h90G2n1_ZYq33WDpELwKPv1DLZ-YrjN1ZOGDhWOmt2Yju0FPNODaUgHs2lm3V-7Z4vKzn-1Tpt7XNeX1Nlv6WfDw4AwVOJCzw2rMqP4SduIKTMZAmoRNixzd72hlln_3mSgqGfT9eZir5MsFwVZkobSGZ_4Qpbz-iEM5uuXj0CMgv8VxOWTco6W4lTwCI71z2iR31dzQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ad7aIA4g6fO5fT6L6XXKstDxNHiKOxaom-o1leKyiy1yPwv0aMnA99wSGrHz0qF0ENGEVlDzh3CUAsa0kiBM_DKmYNkDxVXdVvRSggs71yX2ZrmYsRoKsxKRzDfPHjrkERKgQBuSTwQYnov24tAWOvJuLgdyypeLObLu2masOP9MLMloSJkZLYSvIWSz9YHHdit53UkYxSgCMYsUyjSEhtZ4zmIhoTh6PQfNIuTi7g6lGVaT5NI2cCENaTFcRXsKYQhu7D6TIi04YGymBS36btdY5NOpWYjR_3u_9lpzD_Kgz8wvI4hoxA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ad7aIA4g6fMenfWyE835qzkeDXGTi4xrjJEn0rJrouhlVXzAlAGWGvAsbSovuwdi0YN-oBG0yhXSr2iCb5j3lsDhhqFi7PPb5_tKLD3Qk2T85QK-y2hgh1ZgVl_qtTZJdiolhA-vAa4-uQ8d35Ve13HUn7SD2dBjQZuotBa6GUk=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ad7aIA4g6fMiCGwhdZu7KqLPM1-dDLqOo-oKsiQc3cut19iUbbqhpLYhehirSL_9o9Rw7QrpLnA2HNm-gBJ6VTCamxgkU5XRPJ93mv65XrI9c03ssKvkINWFTHgwJ1wvOQklvPmHNBMiLyxBfT86WF4ms_MLydKZqZ6tEdM73Cw=


Land Development 
Registered: 61 
Certified: 12 

  
Local Government 

Registered: 56 
Certified: 44 

  
Multi-Family 

In 2012 
26 Buildings 
302 Units  

  
  

Florida Water Star 
Certifications 

NWFWMD and SRWMD 
Areas 

3 Homes in 2012 

Education 
Opportunities  

  
March 18, 2013 
DOE Webinar 
Alternative Fuel Laws and 
Incentives 
 [More] 
  
March 19, 2013 
DOE Webinar 
Commercial PACE Model 
 [More] 
  
March 19, 2013 
ARCSA Webinar 
Time: 4 - 5 p.m. EST 
Condensate Collection 
Systems 
 [Register] 
Sponsored by: ARCSA 
   
April 24-25, 2013 
FGBC Certifying Agent 
Designation Course 
Florida Solar Energy Center 
Cocoa, FL 
[Register] 
  
June 6, 2013 
FGBC Certifying Agent 
Annual Verification 
Course 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 
[Register] 
  
August 21-22, 2013 
FGBC Certifying Agent 
Designation Course 

Florida Solar Energy Center 
Cocoa, FL 
[Register] 
  
August 23, 2013 
FGBC Certifying Agent 
Annual Verification 
Course 

categories and revisions to the way solar photovoltaic energy 

features are noted so as to make the category more relevant to 

the market. The form also includes references to aid appraisers in 

completing the solar section and a helpful glossary.  

[More] 

[Addendum] 

[What Builders Can Do to Help the Appraisal Process]  

  

Jacksonville Study Explores Efficiency 
Of Encapsulated Ducts  

  

There are almost 3.9 million houses in Florida alone (U.S. 

Department of Commerce 2003), most with ducts located in 

vented attics. A feasible and cost-effective retrofit strategy is 

needed to reduce duct losses in existing homes in hot-humid 

climates. Through past research, the Consortium for Advanced 

Residential Buildings (CARB) has demonstrated the benefits of 

buried ducts and buried and encapsulated ducts in new 

construction applications.  

 

The buried and encapsulated duct strategy, which utilizes ccSPF 

to address condensation concerns, was developed specifically for 

hot-humid climates. Buried and encapsulated ducts have the 

potential to substantially improve the thermal performance of 

existing ductwork and reduce duct air leakage rates. To evaluate 

the buried duct concept in a retrofit scenario for a hot-humid 

climate, encapsulated and buried and encapsulated ducts were 

installed and their performance was monitored in three 

Jacksonville homes. [More]  

US GSA Analyzes Green Rating Systems 
 

 

Section 436(h) of the Energy Independence and Security Act 

(EISA) requires the U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) 

to evaluate green building certification systems every five years 

to identify a system and certification level "deem(ed) to be most 

likely to encourage a comprehensive and environmentally sound 

approach to certification of green buildings". 

   

GSA completed its most recent evaluation of green building 

certification systems in March 2012. This evaluation includes 

certification systems for new construction, major renovations and 

existing buildings (ongoing operations). View the most recent 

[Green Building Certification System Review] [More] 

   

PACE Webinar Highlights Recent Trends  
 

  

The Energy Department will present a live webcast titled 

"Commercial PACE-Updates from the Field and New Resources for 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ad7aIA4g6fM0cJsMxHFnxKOZfUtPEyuLo281LwDKxOrvoKNQLr9LkgvcEbbnV6LsPNMAuJTJKKEaRbO4uSk1x5MFzQPstz4T8SdJBwIHrD63Q9VIIDQekb1x0q_9yfHpanNk1CGkBvj_ey9awPzXI4YJ6JOY7vmR7VCQYcjRz767tkAEiudadQg_1yuOEs2k25zQnzd1hcBXlCdbiN572zcRBans6X9O0lXLcC9Y09Dw2kdEOtjQpLjEOnfZeb48N8iSOmikIvpa1TFJvpxO1rKp1camwsgNUbEerFCDKBjPLQbTTDZERXfz4zQFUvYM
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ad7aIA4g6fM0cJsMxHFnxKOZfUtPEyuLo281LwDKxOrvoKNQLr9LkgvcEbbnV6LsPNMAuJTJKKEaRbO4uSk1x5MFzQPstz4T8SdJBwIHrD63Q9VIIDQekb1x0q_9yfHpanNk1CGkBvj_ey9awPzXI4YJ6JOY7vmR7VCQYcjRz767tkAEiudadQg_1yuOEs2k25zQnzd1hcBXlCdbiN572zcRBans6X9O0lXLcC9Y09Dw2kdEOtjQpLjEOnfZeb48N8iSOmikIvpa1TFJvpxO1rKp1camwsgNUbEerFCDKBjPLQbTTDZERXfz4zQFUvYM
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ad7aIA4g6fO-_2NT46y_LnTs4cOePFHpgI1WWsoPIT5w-W-JyffxwC4uII2ynPENgE7yIuiY6NG44Nq9bl8-5qIqxHul7HmGIoaZ9iX3gw75lUUIXjB_n7JxBy5BN2xaf9qAnLU2kvoNK3_7ETFsgmGAKV5IgerzPXG0bhiCPIyi5yOr7JY-Tm1zcXOM82XVtgEgrSFF9sRgLagS8mgBU8-cGN-qkOuGF_jFQ7cW8V3oYbpu-4sc5V19BTAkpp-wcKJlYvaGcHM7LPd_-_1TQ7Ce0kIisqhnOpl7pga_pxB9WFgfGaP47F63od7gx1K6
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ad7aIA4g6fPYsHwX7F3xgO_VfUzGVJpgmA6PYWwZh8FRhBAiHS5jPwc5tyFkMS1Wq-sdJaPioW-fb_CH7ur2opEO83r6B4t5LpI0rsluhczhRJ40B2IESqu8G-EPhItImwTDUmLUsergNG0Ty-TLRQKG2tU0cldjKCDUalHG3Xfz95Z1kPup3zRmqRzjxm5loQonvUN0vLqKTFCUmKzgLq2ymZL57rMkikJZ2hhTTF_TGqdxJYtlFfhW1Wy4s3xI
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ad7aIA4g6fNbqOK4NimIJhXjWXEgnYx8Jl-IcpvkQrltm66WVhP_JCrLCg6Van-DWjaVQIIZOPXMyVZh-iFmCMAcduG4MYz-0Qbe4NEwvx8ORef0_zdp-7J8_eghUtxiYb2Iuwv4Pytf-I2e8j3DbEykb6CB-u8YRJeUINuOK_o5pTd6gUOS7HG9K4xwe-pZ6xBVr1j0mKqt9yXGvN-FEoOGQBZIUlRHG0NIWrNVISAqGUSDJtG09T0BpFTYqEtuRdEw6ttxecbpSrN3J3wKGjBZZsrXs5jCZ4sgDFt_6ZFn9uZuvjY9Q1i0WRtpEvXL
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ad7aIA4g6fP_hIkTWkhUH716vRGdZNlobBczyyilPZ5l9YSvdCsD56fVodFgPUKB_iPkeKcV_cbB9I0bic3AT91XRmLTxejQMxPcYN1UMCvURoIxTuknnwAY80FM-rOLAsOV1uIRKqdRE1zuRnSvO2bykXF2hmSkjZCS3fGPdC0dPp1ZaJ2f-zgpo556NmEA6f9CX2UYubo=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ad7aIA4g6fNbqOK4NimIJhXjWXEgnYx8Jl-IcpvkQrltm66WVhP_JCrLCg6Van-DWjaVQIIZOPXMyVZh-iFmCMAcduG4MYz-0Qbe4NEwvx8ORef0_zdp-7J8_eghUtxiYb2Iuwv4Pytf-I2e8j3DbEykb6CB-u8YRJeUINuOK_o5pTd6gUOS7HG9K4xwe-pZ6xBVr1j0mKqt9yXGvN-FEoOGQBZIUlRHG0NIWrNVISAqGUSDJtG09T0BpFTYqEtuRdEw6ttxecbpSrN3J3wKGjBZZsrXs5jCZ4sgDFt_6ZFn9uZuvjY9Q1i0WRtpEvXL
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ad7aIA4g6fMLW0IxIKxvPa3bCGtnvqrL6e9sPfwX_DoKx9iopUWWcTNMz4FzkzzwbqSEnxKoiLueEWQ8XTx4IJ3EjTj42BgTvaMP4zLAwWG70qCt5ah7ULraU9CZl0-3A3P2FWOFRmdUh8JeDlI4yBt-8sUVMHTFS3CksqY7d2lQ5P7jZ5mnWtfiQba4AFTd_SCiDo6UPdpTOknugX1-Ybsh_eElw9wHSZbqO1I2SPdW7jejJYl4S5-MkLAxJhNPYvGElnXskpRUXhkfqs6XCzYfxRyRF-pQB44kMtsOLkbSczWXyM0NcFs5bwucJJk3REDNG_CHT9jZJT8KzwUU4jmV8dRSBdpR-4E_SM5K9VXI_K9D2xGjhc-scYlcmaCr
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ad7aIA4g6fO52ZRrbYN1iwBiHhHCZm4w72MZ-M3seRI1YuaK6NAJN3KNU-5yHhywlGJMnvAaFh4Fc4Pej_75oVOaIhAhbtEsgh9sZRNtLNkX2D4CaUQC_ncLPyKFGwN60szkMSCCXakRcXqzCCZVVuZDJjxEbhsz0lByLXW1AhqcsoVRU-1faF2gEbLOyooWFKr3N0-IU_nxHv6Z7iqfY8_W29gFuwB4wBcgWCo76pgSzVGfNVC_lPaILzFQBkgMw5QGjm8INHI-_MzRrQhV1nqpajbo5WzdnWNumzPUpyrMFwZ7cOWydgrVpLR0JHPh
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ad7aIA4g6fMwt025qFKrRKR1XU3VXeu8ZW6XtH80woR4HPzzY81yWqYzKy0acaOtC0o21r-SNRmk9DU5VPPkoXxwQ_NilAl7HN1NRbFXFBImaomIp94n9436edUa73scZcX6e_VOAUpBSCbRi9opP98lXjI0ZSgpYoby_u3gcHbHWGNaonNV57jXLoRviChfInz5C79v6A_q2oo3-d68ssvZh6XxK0jLDaZC2GLVzZ__CMRykXaMtu-rYW39pkN8MEbJPCjtQFpF122uH_WD9kjsp8RxKDda1PYJm5pT6TNCae5O5BkDcr3r5gBs8pigGbuLzPwAtSGLustoAJ1ijtAyeP9EfNVbvOeNAMuZ1gc9YDmrEElWPd6MPjmP74Qp
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ad7aIA4g6fOMxHIxqGq0-VZAZe9jUh4_YNhzI3CnoRYbaNbuHDnlW8Y-xjnCpsIRl7CyS7XYvm2w4rrwq0K1azx2ZaQVAfwZPP9AfFkna7NjTLH05NsJ-asPDf0OnF-ZmmpG6iAQFmm6M-ebJXGzTpS7WRLJr3O-iaJ2Qax5ZE0C4uPwIp_yVYTE7WmqnawCcNqelg5oDBMIvcm9WsCz5Nq9_z1E00CQWr0aWAEq_PbiL6EWudPCGTYYkSdltryXW280Tx7vVVTuSWTVzHnGNb7CS36Y_aKhQPSDHWTH4l11L4MKEI-OSwTjMuM962VXT1WfY432Z3NVQry4S21sn9CI0DnlXsTlgkQuXMo-PUvuVmR1Ck-7Mg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ad7aIA4g6fPLDmOOc4lcGJv8SN78x8WUWABkIb5mBKvNekZcDHFYTEF5Rc-zvPcSCY_K96XmutDRt3XOuoAdGv5APSWypxL9pxZAQZreyb23X6_SIb6iDEYUep8mKL-BD9zSWPia5HT20w9c8QEbIxbqg2HMcSZfn9nNx8DxA2VRSw6o_fyz70CEXei93NocbvcwWIyneofbcVg8Fgdfz71EWtE3bnvqezqMfKaEBkjXebsXD78kKytYlEOZkr7O_qIk6gQWvIm7K3N0QUxRf_0hMIBVGAjREXaxIXZBQB8=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ad7aIA4g6fMvh_6lNwvdAwej6COeoS6d4AUhdqAZS61-VNlFGnG-B0G0FWanlRjFdeL2dg1Uryy_SaZ8Oe-T-lkAHza58eunJWES58in49XzQOKrqlmebTRpaLbt3XjapCvl-fb2RfcqgHpvVCWOxbNyoEgR44DAaDuZLiSjn84h9npJdaAYWQVw4T6dg08VcHt3sNeUoACLsvaE1MEN94QnIB0-nVyVjwsRneNtHJOuvrxcDW2nIGcqYd2M2dNeww9YhvDhlxf8hceYDHTqk9F_9XfCiqMF


Sarasota, FL 
(In conjunction with 
GreenTrends) 
[Register] 
  
November 15, 2013 
FGBC Certifying Agent 
Annual Verification 
Course 
Gainesville, FL 
[Register] 

Calendar of Events 
 

  
March 19-21, 2013 
Power-Up Energy Expo 
Emerald Coast Convention 
Center 
Fort Walton Beach, FL 
Register 
  
March 20, 2013  
(5 - 8:30 p.m.) 
CSI Suncoast Chapter 
Tradeshow 
The Sahib Shrine Temple 
600 N. Beneva Road 
Sarasota, FL 
More 
  
April 11-13, 2013 
Reclaim + Remake 
Symposium 
Crough Center for 
Architectural Studies School 
of Architecture and Planning, 

The Catholic University of 
America 
Washington, DC 
More 
 
April 12, 2013 8:30 a.m. - 
5:30 p.m. EST 
Water Conservation Expo 
& Vendor Fair 
West Palm Beach, FL 
More 
  
April 16-17, 2013 
FHBA Legislative 
Conference 
Tallahassee, FL 
More  
 
April 25-26, 2013 
Florida Green Business 
Expo 
Indian River State College 
Fort Pierce, FL 
More 
 
April 26, 2013 
Green Symposium 
Stetson University 
Deland, FL 
More 

Program Design and Implementation" on Tuesday, March 19, 

from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time.  

 

The commercial property-assessed clean energy (PACE) model 

offers governments an innovative way to support clean energy 

projects in the private sector. This webinar will provide an update 

on commercial PACE trends and introduce a new Energy 

Department resource, as well as feature experiences from the 

field. Register to attend the webinar. [More] 

  

Price, Proximity to Work and Design are 
Key Concerns for Home Buyers  

 

Price and proximity to work are key concerns for first-time home 

buyers, while trade-up buyers tend to be most focused on the 

design of the home and the neighborhood, according to 

"Characteristics of Home Buyers", an analysis of the recently 

released 2011 American Housing Survey (AHS) by the National 

Association of Home Builders (NAHB).  

 

The biennial survey, which is conducted in odd-numbered years 

by the Census Bureau, covers about 6.8 million home sales that 

occurred in 2009 and 2010. NAHB's analysis additionally 

compares the homes that buyers purchased with what they say 

they want using results from "What Home Buyers Really Want", a 

new consumer preference survey published by the association. 

 

"Among first-time home buyers, price was the most frequently 

cited reason for selecting a particular house, with a 38 percent 

share. At 30 percent, proximity to work was the most frequently 

cited reason for choosing a specific neighborhood", said David 

Crowe, NAHB's chief economist.  

 

"The majority of trade-up buyers (36 percent) cited the design of 

the home as the primary reason for selecting a particular house, 

with 28 percent citing the looks and design of the community as 

the reason for choosing a specific neighborhood." [View Report] 

  

Florida Ranked No. 3 in Clean Energy Jobs 
 

 

Florida ranked third in 2012 in clean energy jobs, with more than 

8,600 jobs created through more than 500 projects, according to 

a new report by Environmental Entrepreneurs. Environmental 

Entrepreneurs is a nationwide network of business leaders who 

advocate for policies that benefit the economy and environment.  

 

The Southeast led the nation in manufacturing-related clean 

energy job announcements, with more than 13,700 jobs 

announced last year, about 80 percent of the nation's total, 

according to the report. Solar, advanced vehicles and wind 

energy were the leading clean energy manufacturing industries in 
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Join Our List  

 

FGBC Committee 
Meetings   

Affordable Housing 
 3rd Thursday 

Monthly 
10 a.m. 

  
Board of Directors 

 2nd Wednesday 
Monthly 
3 p.m. 

  
Commercial 
 1st Tuesday 

Monthly 
3 p.m. 

  
Education 

 1st Thursday 
Monthly 
2 p.m. 

  
GreenTrends 
4th Tuesday 

Monthly 
2 p.m. 

  
Hi-Rise 

 3rd Tuesday 
Monthly 
11 a.m. 

  
Homes 

 2nd Tuesday 
Monthly 

2 p.m. 
  

Land Development 
 4th Wednesday 

Quarterly 
4 p.m. 

  
Local Government 

 1st Tuesday 
Monthly 

10:30 a.m. 
  

Membership and 
Programs & Promotions 

 (Joint Meeting) 
 1st Wednesday 

Monthly 
3 p.m. 

 

 

the Southeast. [More] 

  

Florida's Solar Rebate Program Remains Unpaid 
 

   

In 2006, the State of Florida offered a solar rebate of up to 

$20,000 for homeowners who installed solar systems. Money the 

homeowners counted on to pay back the loans for installing the 

equipment. But then state lawmakers voted to cut the rebates in 

half. Instead of $20,000, many homeowners received checks for 

a little over $10,000. There are 11,000 Floridians still waiting for 

the state to fulfill $26 million in solar rebate promises that never 

came through. 

 

Patrick Sheehan is the director of the state's new Office of 

Energy. He doesn't see lawmakers taking up the issue this 

legislative session, as it would cost over $25 million to fill all 

those rebate promises. Meanwhile, the 11,000 who were shorted 

can do little more than pester state lawmakers to reinstate what 

was originally promised. There are no plans right now to refund 

the remaining 11,000 consumers the full rebate they were 

promised. You can make your feelings known to your local 

lawmaker on this subject. [More] 

   

Fannie & Freddie Plan to Form New Company 
 

  

As recently reported in the Wall Street Journal, the government-

controlled mortgage giants Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac 

announced that they would try to merge some of the operations 

the two companies currently perform separately. It appears 

what's happening is a winding-down of sorts. The third company 

will begin packaging and selling mortgage securities and then the 

government can decide what it wants to do with the new 

company.  

 

Edward DeMarco, the director of the Federal Housing Finance 

Agency, said the agency would begin forming a new company 

that would consolidate some of the 'back-office' functions 

currently replicated individually by each firm. The new company 

will have its own chief executive and board and for now would be 

jointly owned by Fannie and Freddie, said Mr. DeMarco, in a 

speech before the National Association of Business Economics in 

Washington, D.C. 

 

Fannie and Freddie have operated for decades as independent 

firms in competition with each other, but last year the FHFA 

began working with the companies to create a single platform in 

which home loans could be packaged into securities. The 

companies were taken over by the U.S. Treasury in 2008 and the 

FHFA was tasked with conserving the firms' assets until Congress 

and the White House decided what to do with them. 
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"What we are trying to do...is to ease the transition from where 

we are today to wherever lawmakers decide the country ought to 

ultimately go," DeMarco said. [More]  

  

Earn Cash Back with FGBC Rewards Program 
 

 

The Florida Green Building Coalition Membership Committee  

recently announced a "Cash Back" rewards program. For  

every new member recruited, the sponsoring FGBC member  

earns 10 percent of the new member's annual membership  

fee. Rewards are applied to the sponsor's annual renewal.  

Check the FGBC website for details and to download. 

  

Certifying Agents this is a no-brainer for you. Every time you  

contract for certification services, be sure to include an FGBC  

membership in your contract price. Fill out the membership  

form and submit with payment to FGBC to earn your rewards. 

[More] 

  

FGBC Welcomes New Members & Certifying Agents 
 

 

New Members: 

- Joe Adams, Adams Quality Homes, Tallahassee,  

     FGBC sponsor: Randy Conn 

- John Classe, Crescent Communities, Winter Garden, 

     FGBC sponsor: John Rinehart 

- James Richardson, City of Jacksonville, Jacksonville  

  

Re-joining Members: 

- John Bobek, Collis Roofing, Inc., Longwood 

- Jason Helvenston, Orlando 

- Kurt Lutgert, The Lutgert Companies, Naples 

- Danielle Pol, K Hovnanian Homes, Tampa 
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