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Save the Date 
 

  
Our annual GreenTrends 
Conference is mvoing to 
the Fall, so mark your 

calendars! 
  

GreenTrends 2012  
Sept 12-14, 2012 
PGA National Resort 

Palm Beach Gardens, FL 
 

www.GreenTrends.org 
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FGBC Project Spotlight: Florida Home Partnership 
Giving So Much to Those That Need It Most  

   

Florida Home Partnership (FHP) has built over 550 homes in 

Riverview, Wimauma and Pasco County, providing the 

opportunity of homeownership to low and moderate income 

families and individuals who would otherwise not be able to 

afford a home of their own.   

  

All new future homeowners are 

placed into work groups which 

mirror the "barn raisings" of 

the Quakers with neighbors 

helping neighbors to build. This 

"sweat equity" creates a strong 

sense of community even 

before owners are given their 

keys. 

 

In Ruskin, FHP is currently building Bayou Pass Phase III, 

which will contain 165 homes. All of these homes will be built 

to the Florida Green Building Coalition "Florida Green" 

standard, as well as to Energy Star and Florida Water StarSM 

standards. The community features exceptional recreation 

amenities, including a pool, walking trail and children's 

playground.[More] 

World Experts Say Core Elements of Design are Key to 
Lower Green Building Costs  

  

Delegates at the WORLD ecoConstruct Summit in Abu Dhabi 

were told that implementing sustainable building practices 

does not have to be expensive, while adopting simple design 

principles is the key factor to keep costs down. Core elements 

of the design phase of construction projects are the key 

ingredients to reduce building costs, while also maximizing 

long-term sustainability and energy efficiency of the built 

environment, experts advised. 

  

"It is a misunderstood notion that sustainable buildings are 

more expensive to develop," said Saeed Alabbar, Vice 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001JL9FThFGWVgH1Gq_52aiU77kqILqxcXKc_e26xPflE7jNDzXbQLl5Illpw1F5lKVK4yWdNWFZ-xyqVi8NIY0wIWd6ypAtgs8ZuS-FFfMyMEyebVSgZXVg1aoOZmxdO2XL3gUEQtBiHYsHcufFtf4uaUv17_eC-reDr5Lyt-bn3GnBO8pdRLagHZSqxvJ2wMCPIpVEtSvU4Dq4ryp4uxBftsjM9OR4RcNdXdSb70-Tq8KRQRlea1Sng==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001JL9FThFGWVhz1p39WegAe_kbDt19Yyz-5yfZKUhUMeXrLFwxZnnPMBi_uJNSbNNttkGO-2rTJcIOt5E4LLHvl-obQZcNbYcct0HHOcSV9Cy0yrYoE4wDf2snJo2wauqgCWhCGK37WOi9qZL_IPhMjpbIwJncwnyAvdbCTmG11a7kNcHLBwc3bxzWAs9yoqWZQCmv-u4bi9KMYgVICmeIdbnUXfTG7f31V4iv53bI7qziALD8xgS7QD-S2R5Cq8au
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"Florida Green" 
Certifications to Date: 

  
Homes 

679 Homes in 2012 
4,808 total as of 4/25/12 

  
Commercial Buildings 

Registered: 15 
Certified: 5 

  
Hi-Rise  

Registered: 3 
Certified: 1 

  
Land Development  

Registered: 60 

Chairman of the Emirates Green building Council, and a 

speaker at the WORLD ecoConstruct Summit. "While there 

are costs associated with introducing energy efficiency and 

sustainability elements, the critical factor here is the design 

considerations." [More] 

Environmental Institute in Wakulla County  
Receives Governor's Approval  

  

Florida's approved budget for 2012 - 2013 included a $4.5 

million investment for the construction of Tallahassee 

Community College's (TCC) Wakulla Environmental Institute 

in Wakulla County just south of Tallahassee. The Institute will 

highlight Wakulla's natural heritage and biodiversity to offer 

unique science and technology education opportunities and 

serve as an economic driver for the region. TCC will offer new 

environmentally focused degree and certificate programs 

through the Institute, including programs in environmental 

science technology, hospitality and tourism, aquaculture 

management and agribusiness.  

Governor Approves Reclaimed Water Use Law 
 

  

Once controversial, HB 639 promoting the use of treated 

wastewater was among four bills signed into law in April by 

Gov. Rick Scott. HB 639 prohibits water management districts 

from requiring a permit for the use of reclaimed water when 

other water withdrawals are not involved. Rep. Dana Young, 

R-Tampa and the bill's sponsor, said the law change was 

needed to provide certainty for local government wastewater 

utilities. 

  

An average of 659 million gallons of treated wastewater, also 

called "reclaimed" water, was used daily in 2010 to water 

lawns and golf courses, irrigate crops or replenish 

groundwater aquifers, according to the Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection. 

Clean Energy Group Fights PSC on State Energy Goals  
 

  

The Southern Alliance for Clean Energy (SACE) took its 

campaign for lower electricity bills and less air pollution to 

Florida's highest court this week. SACE is appealing a pair of 

Florida Public Service Commission (PSC) Orders that 

effectively slash the conservation goals for the state's two 

largest power companies: Florida Power and Light (FPL) and 

Progress Energy Florida (PEF).  

  

"It's unfortunate that the PSC saw fit to deny customers more 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001JL9FThFGWVgJyb1z9lcYKxkDjpnj4pFWMd3OHB-ngyN7vhImLpf6ZB9joDmkg3LoxMAjZeNb_bWZsbHLI0bMEX-XXWTwIUP_PfS-6x44-RO693r8zBSFKin-2NjpUjPjhqwG6uhYXAWp83_jA5h6dGSFRcr6GX9_NmPqePr42fJj8tpsh-OJRiyvlhriS3tjJ9xqChnE0axtMW1mObrUOIz2J5Ew5TYGSsPvbQrvvVphVyq3d3r-S_WkvB-t9GJqEC9BMdMuGzC_U6ulCMMEaEXOJh86gRyo
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001JL9FThFGWVhh80NVRxdB40dfKRxGGqvw2znHsex83K67JJ8_xKWvsvXh5nWiPu2cdpgqvbiwN_vs7tYGLHrxjWdBDzFcoeUULqd8EhcaqrwegeFAV9mroi0Cp1umrYs5fjd9iOEyStfGKfQ5v2Tw30dnp1_IzQRB
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001JL9FThFGWVhAufjPEkWMWtTZHZr7qNBJUYgeB_jTq69ee4YVhVk4Z7rSavdVFzMZLmhjrDNTpk82upTK2UpXqS_Rd9vyQybYi5Zyr5paCurSgHkaazoZn_KoboVovNMpL1c5AvNB_qt2yZ5owYTbZTYiQsEhi3N6a-HLpR6qI0s=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001JL9FThFGWVgXbBKPUictmBwpj6GT0-0GS9TUmhBVP02LTSGKAQOmrwIjNugkI4cEAgctiOQWvtVnEckLSQs87u7rGTfeG9OG-ULhs1ijzH4VKlflmwwzjGTTf6HSXmVFCPPf924HOR7UPc7De6fCvow0GY9geIKd3oyHv7VaXcrNokjXPyBHpijl6gbqjdTwHUnPalZE1HnDTlncbp3vc1k0PEmgv6jJtNHJP40KvbJZFVIduExgCMXx07AbgrYoklM1HDpneec8TIy_GR9zubJRai2QtkMxNbX5XUsEIOM=


Certified: 12 
  

Local Government  
Registered: 56 
Certified: 36 

  
Multi-Family  

In 2012 
26 Buildings  
302 Units 

Education 

Opportunities  

Bulletin on new Florida 
Building Code 
regulations for flood-
prone areas 
[More] 
  
May 9, 2012 2 p.m. - 4 
p.m. EDT Webinar 
DEO Up-Close: Issues, 
Insights & Priorities  
Florida Department of 

Economic Opportunity 
[Register] 
  
June 20, 2012  
FGBC Certifying Agent 
Annual Renewal 
Course 
Sarasota, FL 
[Register] 
  
August 14-15, 2012 
FGBC Certifying Agent 
Designation Course 
(To become a Certifying 
Agent) 
Florida Solar Energy 
Center 
1679 Clearlake Road 
Cocoa, FL 
[Register] 

Calendar of Events 
 

  
April 29 - May 1, 2012 
NAHB Green Building 
Conference 
Renaissance Nashville 
Hotel 
Nashville, TN 
Register 
 
May 17-19, 2012 
American Institute of 
Architects (AIA) 
2012 National 

Convention and Design 
Exposition 
Washington, DC 

energy savings opportunities at a time when customers are 

looking for ways to use energy smarter and save money on 

their bills," said Dr. Stephen A. Smith, executive director of 

Southern Alliance for Clean Energy. "Energy efficiency is the 

cheapest, cleanest resource that utilities can buy. It helps the 

customers of utilities balance their household budgets. Energy 

efficiency employs local businesses in skilled trades. Locking 

in place what are now among the weakest and most dated 

programs in the Southeast is a shameless failure of leadership 

by the Florida Public Service Commission." [More] 

Philadelphia to Serve as National Model  
For Stormwater Management  

  

The city of Philadelphia and U. S. Environmental Protection 

Agency (US EPA) have signed an agreement that represents a 

$2 billion investment in Philadelphia green infrastructure. 

Over the next 25 years, the Green City, Clean Waters 

partnership agreement will transform many of Philadelphia's 

traditional hardened surfaces to green areas to better manage 

potentially harmful rainwater runoff pollution. This unique 

federal - city partnership is designed to ensure the success of 

Philadelphia's Green City, Clean Waters Plan and to present 

the plan as a national model for cities embracing green 

stormwater infrastructure. Green infrastructure investments 

make our communities cleaner, healthier, and more attractive 

places to live and work. [More] [Plan] 

Sustainable Florida Reveals 'Best Practices' Nominees 
 

  

The Sustainable Florida Best Practice Awards recognize 

businesses, organizations and individuals for their dynamic 

work in helping to create a sustainable Florida.  

  

Nominees for 2012 include the following FGBC members:  

 City of Boynton Beach 

 City of Lake Worth 

 City of Stuart 

 City of Tallahassee (FGBC certified local government) 

 Hillsborough County 

 Leon County 

 Martin County (FGBC certified local government) 

 Drew Smith 

In all, seven categories that include Government, Non-Profit, 

Large Business, Small Business, Partnership, Leadership, and 

Green Building will be recognized at a special awards event 

this summer. The awards program will be held in conjunction 

with a day-long training event - Working on the Green.  

  

Good luck to each of our FGBC members. [More] 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001JL9FThFGWVhLJWvcVHeTz6EPs4JGDg64gVc8uphmWCg8gjxbFUMzdyKDId9215SXSsZ9366qiRHZPHRgpe6eQM9G5oprGgYob3oRrKHewbOXKPVCjG1oK7hgBCCe3ZAUSPR1JqW5iAJ4-mloxNRo6gBNN5_fzIggpSUv11ps9xSCvU-X5V4LTr0jTYDBCvEoMRNMlXQkAvSBMEHgCVMh-YYPfCeCtiF1mopcpFKjwV-gqDbmOzmrvog_W3Yfa4I0_oSG41J71EszGpRKU5PRTA==
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001JL9FThFGWVhCuaJEeIu9oEBq3ebROV8EJiKpwIjxzGU1bedriJULpOlaVV-naGMK6QAnCPz9WQTClPcxM7x0wbtQC6WRTEPSWEYadITQwd_EZFLySGpvzNYSiR7WNeD7nuU9wHtXWc3gAns-K1naaXdMtVnBZpab5A-WlATNQfw8LID3MWdyUYVgpJsCDL-cpDgnWV6t2vm3v1uoHPJWpg1ohWbREkWalU4IzVA4rZ85HOEDU2M8WsEJk9q_UKkJ37xKHHf2sLrbsjXS1bKiKVbE_4pY9T5Nwi5Pap4Zjc0=
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Register 
  
June 2-7, 2012 
BOAF (Building 
Officials-Florida) 
2012 Conference & 
Tradeshow 
Walt Disney World Hilton 
Lake Buena Vista, FL 
Register  
  
Sept 12-14, 2012 
GreenTrends 2012 
PGA National Resort 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 
www.GreenTrends.org 
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Articles of Interest 
 

AIA-COTE Picks Top 10 
Environmental Projects 
[More] 
  
A Fuel Cell That Cleans 
Water and Makes 
Electricity-Simultaneously  
[More] 

FGBC Committee 

Meetings   

Affordable Housing  
3rd Thursday-monthly 
10 a.m. 

Board of Directors 
2nd Wednesday-monthly 

3 p.m. 

Commercial 
1st Tuesday-monthly 
3 p.m. 

 

Education 

1st Thursday-monthly 
2 p.m. 

 

GreenTrends  

4th Tuesday-monthly  

2 p.m. (New Time) 

  

Hi-Rise Residential 

  

Tampa Area Construction Project Opportunity 
Announced  

  

Core Construction is looking for all regional Small Business, 

Small Disadvantaged, Woman-Owned, HUBZone, 

Veteran, or Service Disabled Veteran Owned construction 

subcontractors and material suppliers for a new 5-story, 

200,000 s.f. guest residential facility on McDill Air Force Base 

in Tampa.  

  

A "Subcontractor Project Opportunity Day" is scheduled 

for: 

  

May 8, 2012 from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Doubletree Hilton Tampa Westshore Airport 

4500 West Cypress Street 

Tampa  

  

Questions and registration should be directed to email: 

sboutreach@waltoncore.com 

DOE Announces Leadership in Housing Winners 
 

  

Each year, ENERGY STAR New Homes presents Leadership in 

Housing Awards to outstanding partners who have made 

important contributions to energy-efficient construction and 

environmental protection by building or verifying an 

outstanding number of ENERGY STAR qualified homes, or by 

sponsoring a local program that supported these activities 

during the previous year.  

  

Congratulations to the following FGBC members for being 

selected! 

  

2012 Award Winners 
 

Builders City 

Ashton Woods Homes - Florida Maitland 

K. Hovnanian Homes - Tampa Tampa 

M/I Homes - Tampa Tampa 

Minto Communities, LLC Pompano Beach 

Southern Crafted Homes Land O Lakes 

  
 

Home Energy Raters City 

All Pro Rating Services Casselberry 

Calcs-Plus North Venice 
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3rd Tuesday-monthly 
11 a.m. 
 

Homes 
2nd Tuesday-monthly 
2 p.m. 

Land Development 

Quarterly 
(New schedule) 

 
Local Government 
1st Tuesday-monthly 
10:30 a.m. 
 
Membership 
Committee 
3rd Thursday-monthly 

4 p.m. (New Time) 

Programs & 
Promotions 
3rd Thursday-monthly 
4 p.m. (New Time) 

  

Funding 
Opportunities  

FPL Residential 
Solar Rebate 
Program Reopens 
May 3  
  
FPL will reopen its 
solar rebate program 
on May 3, 2012. The 
rebate is $2 per watt 

of the DC output of a 
PV system, up to 
$20,000 and is 
available for existing 
homes only, not new 
construction. [More] 
  

DOE Funding 
Programs  

DOE has wide range of 
funding programs 
available for 
renewable energy 

projects that use solar, 
geothermal or wind.  
  
Check out these 
websites for eligibility 

Cool Green Consulting Apollo Beach 

E S Green & Company, LLC Tallahassee 

E3 Building Sciences Bonita Springs 

Gary Carmack Orlando 

GreenCalcs for Sustainable Building Pensacola 

Infinite Energy Solutions Port RIchey 

Jacksonville Building Science Jacksonville 

SkyeTec Jacksonville 

Two Trails, Inc. Sarasota 

  
 

Rating Providers City 

Florida Solar Energy Center (FSEC) Cocoa 

Home Energy Services, Inc. Jacksonville 

  
 

Sponsoring Organizations City 

Progress Energy Florida Lake Mary 

  

Housing Barometer Rising Say Leading Forecasters 
 

  

According to Bowden's Market Barometer, the housing 

industry is rising from the grave, based on the following 

indicators: 

  

Homebuilder stocks are at their highest level in two years 

with the S&P builder index rising 80% since October. Barclays 

Capital recently noted that the spring selling season appears 

to have arrived with enough strength to "kick-start a positive 

feedback loop in housing for the first time since 2005." 

Barclays forecasts 1 million housing starts by 2013 and a 

return to the historic norm of 1.7 million by 2015. 

Importantly, Barclays estimates that every 100,000 housing 

starts generate approximately 250,000 jobs and further 

opines that US residential housing will "transition from being 

a headwind to a tailwind for the economy by this time next 

year."  

  

The results of a survey by the Urban Land Institute (ULI) of 

38 economists and market analysts call for relatively broad 

improvements in real estate fundamentals over the next three 

years with housing starts nearly doubling from their 2011 

levels and home prices rising 3.5% by 2014. The ULI report 

forecasts 500,000 starts in 2012, jumping to 660,000 in 2013 

and 800,000 in 2014. In light of the most recent construction 

report, in which starts are estimated to be at an annual rate 

of 654,000, the ULI forecast appears conservative. The report 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001JL9FThFGWVi0HlEslj1UlZ-LcNI0usUVgMzhMuZarvNoBF8GP41wVyj7WgFDi3fdmYLluXglkgesN1fkMUQ6A3a1yQvvtoi8M8xLwb2zHYSWkKTw6zJe-dLebPeGLIa0JU4A9h2u2QbSwf7DKQDFT3wSoSRRuPrCf0o5VcYGyJ97yM0mQCjl1_z1RZbhhp1ocE-49CZVwYS7uWhlB9-YtLu0bnuyWjTwBWRhFO-wMNwc9u7RRx4Mt2eEqTzAGLgvzC1HySS1LcDqeJhw4YRF5xUlzxv_fBEvHHT7Aok2kYE=


and details: 
  
Loan Programs 
 
Geothermal 
 

Solar 
 
Wind & Water  
  
DOE Funding 
Announcements 

[More] 
  
DOE Solar Funding 
Due 5-29-12 

[More] 
  
Solar Plug-and-Play 

Funding Available 
[More] 

 

 

also calls for the national unemployment rate to edge down to 

7.5% by 2013 and 6.9% by 2014.  

  

Bank of America Merrill Lynch recently revised its home price 

forecast, predicting cumulative growth of 42% in home prices 

by 2020, or 4% per year. The estimate is based, at least in 

part, on dropping inventory levels that stood at 6.4 months in 

February, down from 9.3 months in July 2011, representing a 

six-year low. Fitch Ratings (www.fitchratings.com) recently 

forecasted an increase in single-family housing starts of 10% 

in 2012, and a rise in new home sales of 8%. 

  

The Southwest Florida: Toll Brothers is developing Bonita 

Lakes, a 268-unit project in Bonita Springs; Stock 

Development has had its first closings at Esperanza at Paseo 

in Ft. Myers; Pulte Homes is developing The Preserve at 

Corkscrew in Estero, and DR Horton and GL Homes are also 

developing new products throughout the market area. 

  

Home prices in Southeast Florida gained further momentum 

in February, marking the third straight month of increases as 

the median single-family price rose 19% to $175,000 in 

Miami-Dade and 8% in Broward County, to $180,000. While 

we've heard a lot about Miami's condo market renaissance, 

which has driven prices up more than 40%, the market area's 

pending home sales recently spiked by nearly one-third 

boosted by a 49% increase in single-family transactions. 
 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001JL9FThFGWVjzjOjoYgm3q8GaZlnIjAI6WsfgxAWeN4RW-k-EcUNOnH3CVVNDDYDpWlp1fto9aYBvZU6tLXQoyapVtWZkBjbi-SkoQucGc2w7ELFV5EFIeKquOBlsPyeEiYaMcg3jEA88CvfV0VImv1F8hUQ--XVemKw4mq78XtSYPHFqIBbhEHimCI2OJTPiGWc0Fjmmg37vDNMjBvoX7gwkVDnE9sgKW054WjuCipUpMsstrUJzDA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001JL9FThFGWVjx6cKLM2UWcUMyjszN2LC7V9u4OH9_dXvWsESGO_3Ml5FZ4kXUxhhG8v7KC6yfNYtRQox0uGlJg-Mf5nHz7uUIV7iLMIvm7IoEmGGvWgupVdBRFuPabgXpdjkD8qp5VrBeRQC6UC5pkYlIHVx4qh2xeL3z-xrZKahACerIQMavi88oir9qNXNhLhZBNJP1NIG7yULev084N9zR_K-xq3iE0kHuyHXhgBVWuyOyTcFDF_Blc5iji4eBvzLLh6u8www=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001JL9FThFGWVi4BT-Nt7rhLSc4oduKZaAIrvnGDNf6VUB23Va2fqeHVDB7_fSQ9GmuO-81esMygJdlzEzLGort1pItJ_93Tk9oBkN2Pu0479eyaDYh37AMyqCANKqUq9L4aIL1zkUK5gUx2AXXQUTIsC02J5vxHPj3VPrxniAEUllXcvpTQrO217O-afTiYMuJhjtvaKXnnSykCAO2MKE7Tj3NV6nrwT7sP3uZhcgvb7rikhrwhu98SYUPKWQkBwsM
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001JL9FThFGWViUDH04fS2giEYh6GSma8UETO_5BxSlQzFF18-I8tmRBLozquB57UzTdgsgwhqTMhE_tYtN48z8qV_f42rpTPYZfOjlKT_XD_tpG2KyQt7kPY7CaPV0UA09PQVMJe5mT63LWPuq2t7enyaZ3IamH1E4VQVODiuEkY2ymaryHg8r_kFj6PwqbdFyNaWRBYprgnG-_uE1AITC-_xv7T6BiJqxhOsZqgZbAvBo_bS7MhP-T0EwKpP1OjsB2UUbF-3J8iY=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001JL9FThFGWVh5eOuJZmyQ3Yzq7SKdrxO8Iuycqa2k9R9yQhbUKcOnM9hR1UpmRzhAOB0gZDELv-NKx0d4ltNbjasRudmnyE2hX5eGWpMpS6T9M6B-l2DnmC0rYKL03o4dJn2xXifsqqzmvGhGERHDJid0Y6QLQo1whi_a4n_j3BdzDSkkctwU1QqTQSpSBuL1kWHuhCS5N5_-P7wsbyPlejcNAhRvb4wQ6zANhg7A0S8fxsxWONe2R_lR5QMMnhAYl5ZwpDlv-yBzEaC9dQmlatGAlLhO4Id4KbzbRHTQrAt7_hf92tbF0A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001JL9FThFGWVh5eOuJZmyQ3Yzq7SKdrxO8Iuycqa2k9R9yQhbUKcOnM9hR1UpmRzhAOB0gZDELv-NKx0d4ltNbjasRudmnyE2hX5eGWpMpS6T9M6B-l2DnmC0rYKL03o4dJn2xXifsqqzmvGhGERHDJid0Y6QLQo1whi_a4n_j3BdzDSkkctwU1QqTQSpSBuL1kWHuhCS5N5_-P7wsbyPlejcNAhRvb4wQ6zANhg7A0S8fxsxWONe2R_lR5QMMnhAYl5ZwpDlv-yBzEaC9dQmlatGAlLhO4Id4KbzbRHTQrAt7_hf92tbF0A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001JL9FThFGWVi8tkad3r-MMA5gd8907d9qHeSzrxL-ueO0P_UFeVGxFGefuCYIqRDX7DxlnGGxV50dB3NAEXu6H3zsmo4NtiGMrxphL1PuZaVLH531xIGqSGImutO-ce9A5ZuKvEthCCDUnW1NxgYr7EEfPW4HT5xQXaZgJ-PR4VHy-J6k_fWGC7D7IQazaRFraYnlFUDwceioE6iDC78jKIafThL0hUIEVspDfToKKZqbJELCBc9tTU0XBvjmE0Jpr_cPX5K4QOXLi04E4V4VMUvkaXE0FVEd5B1i-IW4LSmI7jLLCBENmpE8t6sOpMP52nNq9JzAl_o=
http://www.fitchratings.com/

