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 What I'm Thankful For 
 

  

For my family, my health, a nice soft bed 

My friends, my freedom, a roof over my head 

  

I'm thankful right now to be surrounded by those   

Whose lives touch me more than they'll ever possibly know  

  

Thankful that I've been blessed beyond 

measure 

Thankful that in my heart lives life's greatest 

treasure 

   

Bless this food provided 

And bless each and every person invited 

--based on a poem by Scott Wesemann  

  

 The FGBC Board of Directors and staff wish each of you a 

happy Thanksgiving.  

 

To our FGBC members, a special thank-you for being a part of 

FGBC and working with us to build better communities.  

  

DEP Recycling Tracking Tool Aims 
To Help Businesses Meet 2020 Goal  

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is 

expanding its Recycling Recognition Program to encourage 

the commercial industry, schools, public groups and citizens 

to increase recycling in order to reach Florida's recycling goal 

of 75 percent by 2020.  

  

Florida's 75 percent recycling goal was set by the state 

Legislature and focuses on municipal solid waste and does not 

include industrial solid waste. Some common types of 

municipal solid waste include newspapers, office paper, glass 

and plastic bottles and food waste. The most recent data 

shows the residential sector has about a 42 percent recycling 

rate, while the commercial sector is at roughly 44 percent and 

overall, Florida recycles at about a 43 percent rate. In order 

for Florida to meet the 75 percent goal, it is critical for both 

the private sector and residential sector to increase recycling 

rates. 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001lZ7IwJzq1X9yom0aZn8MMb9Us9IXLhRIvw4MmEYxuHcAJlHwNLzLQ74kS8tLAyLmlwDQoFK72m3KHH0bHpvIfyjYO7vPq-YDX-c9AFMljhaWBfP8YP6dpzl9Leh6tEj6_GDtzz7qYj97ua2zanL5T-Ppt-T5YCM5Y4uIcNRrhWFoS-IqLOtxDAuSeMDCfKxA2HglKNYXA0mV9mHmZ4cu7BfIvvzt_HmTwQHHKFb9VsTLswFZJ-Mkeaqbs2IQd8jpAE6uCBQtGS-urMWVY3PI1QjQ3wRsTtzspSA5sNkBjnFbQRcw7YAPGHM1HA_D_k2RXSSWl8luxdORj7X2j5Z4PU5qI7a-7HnzVmPtwb9WE1gsnAngwRaYiEirHre6Jfwfuu9lK7ggcqD8lOYVtPWTa8iXiOO-U_7HILgMcLOzEKI=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001lZ7IwJzq1X9T8EjyqEcTLcD5rpgkkcb87GOQWLlHc8mAa_z0oUqslKfpG_IQCKGbZTiSCmuNCtlLUun6-KzNSCUJGRXfJyamloliuZ1FTaIbZ4STX4gCLuoltc95rmBj6z7ZVPErJ7eTQfcc0_60PXwZ_TCrqGZ8V4vGmqTh5aObl1LofPbJz9AmGSpXrvqfkVowk40LvFoZ_CEay7Hd63mW_9Kxo26NR18sZS2C4xq2x43YIgAmDBkM1LZTMHq3ziEd79vqH1UMcgaewdgcgNcuO-PdpPSaYneXbZQlKvYnp8JyHIdEbA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001lZ7IwJzq1X80tXhHsBbd4fD73nm6nAdAQixozTQTO0kYpmjHGoXpuTSysrSFoagX3WWd9gQYufJOxI7LF3JOQEs9tEEN_RJdp8q56DWCZ6nkJ1LPHwjHDd-KVhrZkdjHpbX8fzkKdthodb29j6Ygu1zpeYS2-3joUNLf3gkdpv4=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001lZ7IwJzq1X9D7oxL-8u75XpS0J5TuLPazp-63ctkigtQSEyzaHSdhznoNRc8P1t6SPOxiydnNhE_9mTWeysaYkICTgjR5pMhN_s7hs46I4CSQwjm8_8f82zocuPvhVejRddFl-lT2-ad92GJrJaX9bev_85REUqYbwD1lsdrCLM=


Certification News 
 

  
Local Government 

  
City of Gainesville 
Certified: 10/31/12 

Score: 36% 
Level: Silver 

 
Miami-Dade County 
Certified: 10/30/12 

Score: 57% 
Level: Gold 

 
Osceola County 

Certified: 10/17/12 
Score: 32% 
Level: Silver  

Certification Counts 
 

 
"Florida Green" 

Certifications To Date 
  

Homes 
1,200 Homes in 2012 

5,300 total as of 11/6/12 
  

Commercial Buildings 
Registered: 15 

Certified: 7 
  

Hi-Rise 
Registered: 4 
Certified: 1 

  
Land Development 

Registered: 61 
Certified: 12 

  
Local Government 

Registered: 56 
Certified: 44 

  
Multi-Family 

In 2012 
26 Buildings 
302 Units  

  
  

Florida Water Star 
Certifications 

NWFWMD and SRWMD 
Areas 

3 Homes in 2012 

Education 
Opportunities  

December 7, 2012 
Certifying Agent 
Annual Active Status 
Verification Course 
Gainesville, FL 
[Register] 
  

The DEP has an easy tool for companies to track and compare 

its recycling efforts to that of other businesses -- the Business 

Recycling Tracking Tool. Through the website, which includes 

free registration, companies can track different types of 

recycling efforts and produce reports on how those efforts are 

helping to shrink their carbon footprint. The tracking will help 

as the Department provides recognition to companies that are 

doing more to go green. [More] 

Johnson Controls Offers Energy Monitoring Tools 
 

Johnson Controls has opened a new cloud-based apps 

marketplace intended to help commercial-building owners and 

operators save energy and money. Among others, these 

include apps that keep track of tenants' utilities, monitor 

buildings' energy performance and display the amount of 

carbon emissions for which each building or group of buildings 

is responsible. The idea is to help building owners and 

managers see energy trends across buildings, making it 

easier for them to find ways to reduce energy consumption, 

for example, or to see anomalies that could indicate fixable 

problems. 

  

The apps are all based on Johnson Controls' Panoptix energy-

management platform, introduced last year. The company 

earlier this month made its application programming 

interfaces (APIs) available to developers so they could begin 

designing apps for the marketplace. [More] 

Owens-Corning Insulation Receives 
ISO Environmental Certification  

Owens Corning has announced receipt of UL-certified ISO 

compliant Environmental Product Declarations (EPDs) for its 

Unfaced and Kraft-Faced EcoTouch® PINK® FIBERGLAS™ 

Insulation with PureFiber® Technology and its Unbonded 

LooseFill Insulation. An EPD is an internationally recognized, 

standardized tool that reports the environmental impact of 

goods or services. 

  

 An industry first for fiberglass building insulation in North 

America, the EPDs describe the environmental impact of the 

insulation products based upon an established set of product 

category rules and independently verified life cycle 

assessment (LCA) data from cradle-to-grave. Through the 

LCA process, products are evaluated on several parameters 

including raw materials production and transportation, 

product manufacturing and plant operations, product 

packaging, transportation and distribution of the insulation 

products, and end of life impact. 

  

According to Owens-Corning, typically, a pound of insulation 

saves 12 times as much energy in its first year in place as the 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001lZ7IwJzq1X-AWTDZ7gftHm0_ixPDp3rQJRW-4lIc3qZ-e-UCpXVdj6JM9yfDDCRfbIP638M3RUqGJu4WhkmBKTosxBHjWXQZqKw7C-KAWXPGFUlNxfNhV1x-6CO4pENMOWqyefl0qc8Y6Mb8Chxdq38hdEUNRBc4jyMIRKNsyUfGvmErOvBywMpFbj9RlCVr1MpetFY5iHyOu8TXq6lLL-_t7GkQQBUMXHce2VUNIuRgz9KRc--_nNp6zANiIyrrdYQt1TMXtcbYq2DbQFQPMA3maHVDgPhCVMyHrNTLOVyBYaIRrg8ImMUlLRz2aTNArLwMcGrIjNOJN_JSKXeh17ljWKktOoRz
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001lZ7IwJzq1X8YmCY9BF8JHzZpvvBxNrFy1VvSlGS5NJlkzOUE5CkpYeT2-7SaSyd4Ub70XXHbk2crHsW0PAjOSFXGHG8TsSuzI03I6s4ZsDnkpOfC-RvGw1uZHOI7W3Npv-yRZw-adW9J0Bv5jZKarUrSzMdA9ZvJpz1V4SKKEyqx7a4GEnFRqL_TWQ3XQ5HaF-ryFSvkoU1El71Ok6KsYGQVf7pirpq9grF7OIouqa3NjELh-IzrmZVYVGAYW9lWkkzur0gfbB8qot0zzPVw3g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001lZ7IwJzq1X8YmCY9BF8JHzZpvvBxNrFy1VvSlGS5NJlkzOUE5CkpYeT2-7SaSyd4Ub70XXHbk2crHsW0PAjOSFXGHG8TsSuzI03I6s4ZsDnkpOfC-RvGw1uZHOI7W3Npv-yRZw-adW9J0Bv5jZKarUrSzMdA9ZvJpz1V4SKKEyqx7a4GEnFRqL_TWQ3XQ5HaF-ryFSvkoU1El71Ok6KsYGQVf7pirpq9grF7OIouqa3NjELh-IzrmZVYVGAYW9lWkkzur0gfbB8qot0zzPVw3g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001lZ7IwJzq1X8PKJbce7SfVb7ARnJ99joNyKf9CdkaAbnfy-27tOKFg0U5PrnlRkShq4nwGvtRh4TwG0JVouZVpTqCRxPr4UpA177l86wv8asMpBjtEqLxDW-WMIDJ3W6xfTqAIR69iwScqP-uKfFZPcUi3CKdj4pqRe6TmIuwllXWRVffxwYSKONNcVBnIqUA7Za8UICFQ0qrw5Tr-7Tih-5tbht5cNUblaDN7ltNcaZi-laDfGWBjP2wN-lhqMkYgKw4voNqod7thruNvMe4c7_SzFMjQ7E2xx46kt91OO149zYabfpHCvy_gG8tMFSuLm-QWOIcIAOdNYukB2JGSQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001lZ7IwJzq1X8h_MPGSPt1yjCdvzDzbQBuyEcv6nKWuIhY7-Uz2Ac8RJ8A-RU6uKm5i-dAzkG1XAsgGm9b-q0R9A8PbO_TyCk7dhj0bHhDbYXmHF8O-wLPNOJ3t-w23XYrRSbP1Tg0GOWpQeq04fqjxHiRCcxisKkaiCseiJTRCOAlbz2EmaWq0sqPtGlo68GwwROtvmsisIxv05E1eiMmOJHNSOjJWzr_W5BvPtpsRP8dpuVOc2a0JkzyTAUBdrbnvXwCHlETJZeVmW4s2U6g0h7qsnLrDt6g8LgMjbZImo86qpn1EYgaD6Hx3GWKsBs8sqVrEgGpu-WgB0wUWhxjmOLbN1jIN7I5WMGY2E72zxDlJIf22EDwag==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001lZ7IwJzq1X_TphhgrfWtTct5H36Now0sGbg8IeuntVmS3BvhOisnzrLgfT-zYBVGBW0eZn1Wptp2C4Un_UN9gB6k6mUo6TdffjLmFPcQTFcBcI6SVlcXxuRs_FiAE6B3I9h1ia7ivgCaTpcWuLizl_C_r9ZHoTz9aOMX8wv5dKNyED73NBQxMNG7O_-_LVuctn8TPpPP9jmP37t003uj6XTg1KsakDi8pNu3KNXwLRUeb6g87dkPQvrcSVa2FuBZOxVinyPRvVtZ-xqwzpjlaOG0xDrarh_nimVCBPsmr92oNnsW8K8ZRA7LaWcB7NVZEuHf2VijBE-eO8SJOs21zEgpjrYlj2y3kpEci4dt771p5umiKs8sqg==


April 24-25, 2013 
FGBC Certifying Agent 
Designation Course 
Florida Solar Energy 
Center 
Cocoa, FL 
[Register] 
  
August 21-22, 2013 
FGBC Certifying Agent 
Designation Course 
Florida Solar Energy 
Center 
Cocoa, FL 
[Register] 

Calendar of Events 
 

Dec. 10-12, 2012 
Habitat for Humanity-
Florida 
State Conference 
Mission Inn 
Howey-in-the-Hills, FL 
[More] 
  
Jan. 22-24, 2013 
International Builders 
Show 
Las Vegas, NV 
[More] 
  
Jan. 31-Feb. 1, 2013 
MiaGreen Expo 
Miami Beach Convention 
Center 
Miami Beach, FL 
[Register] 

Join Our List  

 

FGBC Committee 
Meetings   

Affordable Housing 
 3rd Thursday 

Monthly 
10 a.m. 

  
Board of Directors 

 2nd Wednesday 
Monthly 
3 p.m. 

  
Commercial 
 1st Tuesday 

Monthly 
3 p.m. 

  
Education 

 1st Thursday 
Monthly 
2 p.m.  

  

energy used to produce it. That means the energy consumed 

during manufacturing is saved during the first four to five 

weeks of product use. [More] 

Better Community Award Nominations Close Feb 2013 
 

Each year, 1000 Friends of Florida honors successful efforts to 

save special places, fight sprawl, and build better 

communities in Florida. The awards recognize individuals, 

organizations, public-private partnerships, local governments, 

agencies, and projects that have enhanced the quality of life 

in a community.  

  

Categories include: 

 Better Community Award - for plans that have been 

implemented and projects that are completed that use 

the principles of smart growth to create livable, vital 

environments.  

 Community Steward Award - for individuals, 

organizations, local governments, agencies, and 

public/private partnerships that have brought about 

positive and lasting change in the way their 

community manages growth. 

 Bill Sadowski Award - for a public servant at the 

regional or state level whose work exemplifies the high 

level of commitment to growth management and the 

philosophy of negotiation for which the former DCA 

Secretary was known. 

 Al Burt Award - for a body of outstanding journalism 

that keeps the issues affecting Florida's future in the 
public eye. 

The deadline for nominations is February 15, 2013.  

[Nomination Form] 

U.S. Census Housing Indicators Mixed  
 

   

The lates U.S. Census housing data released on November 

20, 2012 shows housing construction activity in the South far 

out pacing the nation. [Report] 

 

On a national scope: 

 

Building Permits 

Privately-owned housing units authorized by building permits 

in October were at a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 

866,000. This is 2.7 percent below the revised September 

rate of 890,000, but is 29.8 percent above the October 2011 

estimate of 667,000.  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001lZ7IwJzq1X-28BRD6WpDNmyddZuP2bxA3x_nu7GwSU9D7QHpvNbC9TntAeBB3CQC7IeQkTDxn9EHF_adIX_6nKIjqG3k975Zf5Pl7S4IAxqL7sEbtAzzzJC5cqc6eDRBHKMH_riIAvFyJrJUqu3Le-QvzsDb0W0WniwBmQqXKu73sUmyb9rZ2aFvnsIKuYvtqEJAq0spCp9w_NC155JgiG6-gAfGKEfqOovxhszJTjmXohlPC-ABIaootbFbQ0yKLCk81W1Q5zHDJSj1jeUjxvJ5TGNEcnV8P-PuyaCs9xw3sIyvCvp7Z80PQtCk2VnR
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001lZ7IwJzq1X-28BRD6WpDNmyddZuP2bxA3x_nu7GwSU9D7QHpvNbC9TntAeBB3CQC7IeQkTDxn9EHF_adIX_6nKIjqG3k975Zf5Pl7S4IAxqL7sEbtAzzzJC5cqc6eDRBHKMH_riIAvFyJrJUqu3Le-QvzsDb0W0WniwBmQqXKu73sUmyb9rZ2aFvnsIKuYvtqEJAq0spCp9w_NC155JgiG6-gAfGKEfqOovxhszJTjmXohlPC-ABIaootbFbQ0yKLCk81W1Q5zHDJSj1jeUjxvJ5TGNEcnV8P-PuyaCs9xw3sIyvCvp7Z80PQtCk2VnR
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001lZ7IwJzq1X8795VfMzj5XZTss7TEv0ZKGjfBV-A1kLABjbDAuVMAKvwV3Xw6Vhflxc3GA6qDox3ojFKnCojw1m6ca4Xv1HiIyIYjR-WvcsnkQqSd5fRujx-xaKRKpn1OmJwW5bxE6ublGjk5nmgzzBXR0V4NPjI_Q6kQYpJoaKJUt7y8xlO04YqwBoJ-8f8JGX_SaoBbuEyEZeFTip2uK5_Ix9dfDZ3v8I_608_L118Y3fsioJQ8f01FJYdBRLsCnrltQMqr7W-8l7Aqh8SlmTfimDoEm78L
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001lZ7IwJzq1X-unlNJMNRUeTxw9xq2jZXBYBSumRPs20JT4-uX06uCOjtC4Zo5S2bk1XY-VixJiYQSIbJxWyRp2Vh-n2k1GTj8ptfcDnXwHxPSR2XYUQLSTXwuQv5tMI4IBqF0IhGcp6syzIk-425neydRKFGyKQ_0rFXdZDG671DA_Bqg4k1yrEb-Dco-KKkDbCzIwbpvF2A9qro_ewe2vQ6iSDo6bgxAGe-I9g2jR4PfKP_L_lBnjOlGaLGqXFLOsgHP5Vlzwiye0VIqJS9TDw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001lZ7IwJzq1X-Vi7YSvYCCr-hTXvLkR_eJuvlhtjk4gAwdO9MwWlyYvGe_d6iZtxV-zZ7fil-lqxh0jZxDYDH2Lk4GaZWxp0zNGwa4CsEvBantAq5VOZUocFwY822vd0LvOQhWP77jrxcKRpjjLtRtNv4lIpNy9zBB94rinXhgdwJuLluXLzKdbKtsbjqyyTmj_z4rjl8swvWvID5_qPIqoP56Gnv0TrdS_je9vmOVWafW6XwWVDBq6T0Obdy8ILIlWMaT1aVWy_Q=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001lZ7IwJzq1X_hLsBBAGi4InDPaN8YT4h9Yt-f9s4RH-Ri84b_JFEMzjh1SuPtJC7rAMPkep_loT7Dyr_KJa_8r1o3jIVcOmZ44BIAMT-MKqW2iNfxXVcEEM9EQbDca0AoLG6lb3lV7EhLCau0qU7YfRETyLpmVi0J-UG2kQil3_wif_mx8QsnNBz7Hcqm62gWRxcfeS-csidAo-mj85e-sGtyqpQ3TffmZNw4krs1160vClRtH4Rcnxk4G20lrbrzk2GgPkqR8fPYJr85Tb6r_Alk8ovGwtZvb_uQpKa5freMENhaB0sunPYd6S9zl57jBmXTNaU1BBUqzdg3z8_1OxtgLHdybFS6vNIgfDTqp4x-yNENSTrEnq_-JsyCWLXv8NG_hqZL3ZitQlFNCDSWco8OFN04LaCBuYhApj7WVT2DY_krca93VcHto5xGf0_8f7yWDm8xbIbt3v4sk41mYx5tFMHCKEbg9ZbsAe5TXottTzX0Y2DUqdSGaaT_3UWaR-uYB__YNbus5YSIOC2eBA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001lZ7IwJzq1X-DYQAC9qhyShkiQlQaqJOww3B83H_EpZ_goF-iGsdEMUoBrAVbgO2zCJhzvg4JjEufHb8_URGk8LjdCQAu2jv8KAW61wD4wuFA15KvK9oix7k3NtSqot8X4047fayGhhTdLlezka94d9Tbh8uOh5jagn4oD2psU66_LEMxALiVkZhbP4wuiif4nHsWvOm9ADJkM24jIp2hKcS41bsXlKjQywrgsXRSh-OP3nIKpypeNojSVYX6rchSbCs-QEgc8Gu1Ihp3UGKQN_OzqAGw7Sf2gzCY3OdYM00=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001lZ7IwJzq1X9UamZKvp6J3V5oxy1ohTAjuJUBMzPYCRMZod6MvkEivi-7GdDRAinVqbZsaQ3EGW-VVD_I2bRGq3xMlb7tI92q7fZqeK43vRJ2RpP8YUnZRRDEQCpIwQfFshF14c9i_aoiTvLHlcl_V5IjlLJwf9TA985Xe8SolQR0R9Il4kDn7t0630A2GzUlo8O5MGoynt7mDV8ToLvLQwwQhO4NUB2gPLGGNXpLYsX6AcvTixWqtoMFtBlUC0QiCLhkGu_DNtCz3u7gBBB-yoUQg1qBY2UnCYvk8MLmwKi7VvHhNvCEAe9Ba3kAAnYK
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1101966333433


Hi-Rise 
 3rd Tuesday 

Monthly 
11 a.m. 

  
Homes 

 2nd Tuesday 
Monthly 
2 p.m. 

  
Land Development 

 4th Wednesday 
Quarterly 
4 p.m. 

  
Local Government 

 1st Tuesday 
Monthly 

10:30 a.m. 
  

Membership and 
Programs & 
Promotions 

 (Joint Meeting) 
 1st Wednesday 

Monthly 
3 p.m. 

 

 

Single-family authorizations in October were at a rate of 

562,000; this is 2.2 percent above the revised September 

figure of 550,000. Authorizations of units in buildings with 

five units or more were at a rate of 280,000 in October. 

 

Housing Starts 

Privately-owned housing starts in October were at a 

seasonally adjusted annual rate of 894,000. This is 3.6 

percent above the revised September estimate of 863,000 

and is 41.9 percent  above the October 2011 rate of 630,000.  

 

Single-family housing starts in October were at a rate of 

594,000; this is 0.2 percent  below the revised September 

figure of 595,000. The October rate for units in buildings with 

five units or more was 285,000. 

  

Housing Completions 

Privately-owned housing completions in October were at a 

seasonally adjusted annual rate of 772,000. This is 14.5 

percent above the revised September estimate of 674,000 

and is 33.6 percent above the October 2011 rate of 578,000. 

 

Single-family housing completions in October were at a rate 

of 542,000; this is 3.4 percent above the revised September 

rate 

of 524,000. The October rate for units in buildings with five 

units or more was 226,000. 

  

Sales of New Residential Units 

Sales of new single-family houses in September 2012 were at 

a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 389,000, according to 

estimates released jointly today by the U.S. Census Bureau 

and the Department of Housing and Urban Development. This 

is 5.7 percent above the revised August rate of 368,000 and 

is 27.1 percent above the September 2011 estimate of 

306,000. 

The median sales price of new houses sold in September 

2012 was $242,400; the average sales price was $292,400. 

The 

seasonally adjusted estimate of new houses for sale at the 

end of September was 145,000. This represents a supply of 

4.5 months at the current sales rate. 
 

 

 


