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Appraisal Institute Issues "Green" Features Form 
 

  

The Appraisal Institute (AI) recently released a form intended 

to help real estate appraisers analyze values of energy-

efficient home features. It is the first of its kind intended for 

appraisers' use. The form was issued as an optional 

addendum to Fannie Mae Form 1004, the appraisal industry's 

most widely used form for mortgage lending purposes. 

Currently, the contributory value of a home's green features 

is rarely part of the equation. AI is claiming the form will 

standardize the way residential energy-efficient features are 

analyzed and reported.  

  

AI's addendum allows appraisers to identify and describe a 

home's green features, from solar panels to energy-saving 

appliances. Fannie Mae's Form 1004 devotes limited attention 

to energy-efficient features, so green data usually doesn't 

appear in the appraisal report, or it is included in a lengthy 

narrative that often is overlooked. AI also thinks the form will 

make it easier for appraisers to determine whether recent 

home sales should be used as comparable sales. Sales that 

are truly comparable are key components in determining a 

property's value. [More] 

  

Miami PACE Fund Invests $650M for Green Retrofits  
 

Commitment By Branson-Led Group Could Provide First Real 
Test of Market For Privately Funded PACE Energy Efficiency 
LoansSubheading  

  

A business consortium has announced the largest single 

private-sector investment to date in commercial property 

energy retrofits and upgrades, providing new impetus to the 

promise of green technology to create jobs and help jump 

start the economy.  

  

The announcement by the consortium formed by British 

billionaire entrepreneur Richard Branson that it will provide up 

to $650 million for retrofit projects in Miami-Dade County, FL, 

and Sacramento, CA, served as a sharp counterpoint to public 

skepticism over government-funded green technology and 

energy efficiency programs stemming from publicity over a 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1108193526241&s=10358&e=001nEoH3L5MqOYq0d3B8Lf4m5oPVqxZDLCVfIImzqpYMa9u4UhGdyFJBDzGlWeiwW5yUekgynFrLkE5hM-RbiyK6FcURzC9neQF_dK7TRafyrnKIxp3LeoBKAblGQQhSIuoguBZm4MIGg8At7BO9Cs1B00WyfzqMjrYTK1BiGDWWaf5ok_u_6Kox0sr8Zqmsb7pBLPaVMoPHavTpGfv89yD3A==
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October 29, 2011 
Smart Planning 
for Sustainable 
Development 
(Webinar) 
2 p.m. - 4 p.m. 
Register 
  
October 24-25, 2011 
Sustainable Florida 
Conference 
Turnbull Conference 
Center 
Florida State University 
Tallahassee, FL 
[More]  
  
November 2-5, 2011 
EcoWeek-Florida Keys 
Key West, FL 
[More] 
  
November 10, 2011 
 FGBC Certifying Agent 
Annual Verification 
Course 
Miami, FL 
Register 
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Article of Interest 
 

Boulder Requires HERS 
Target Scores 
The City of Boulder and 

failed solar panel manufacturer.  

  

It also serves as a major endorsement by the private sector 

for efforts to build a nationwide financial foundation for 

commercial energy projects under Property Assessed Clean 

Energy (PACE). PACE legislation allows state and local 

agencies to set up programs for commercial landlords and 

other owners to obtain financing for such energy projects as 

solar installations, reflective roofs and lighting, window and 

HVAC upgrades, which borrowers can repay through lien-

based special assessments on their property taxes over 15 to 

20 years. [More] 

DEP to Propose Rule for Statewide Environmental 
Permits  

  

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 

will propose a statewide rule to eliminate major permitting 

inconsistencies among the states' five water management 

districts.  While wetlands permitting is essentially identical 

among the districts, stormwater management permitting 

differs substantially, according to a Senate committee report.  

  

The Environmental Resource Permit (ERP) covers numerous 

construction activities involving wetlands, stormwater runoff 

and submerged state lands, and impacts a variety of 

construction projects, including residential developments, sea 

walls, and ports.   

  

Several groups have expressed concern about the details of 

whatever eventually is proposed. Legislation will be required 

before rulemaking begins, but ratification by the Legislature 

may or may not be required. 

FGBC Certifying Agent Class Set for Nov 10 
 

  

Keep your FGBC Certifying Agent "Active" status the easy way 

- by attending the FGBC Annual Verification Course on 

November 10 in North Miami. This is the last class of the year 

so seize the day! Cost $125. Reserve your seat now. 

[Register] 

  

November 10, 2011 (Thursday) 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Gwen Margolis Center 

1590 NE 123rd Street 

North Miami, FL  33161 

  

Thanks to our host, the City of North Miami, for providing the 

venue. 

PSC to Decide on Nuclear Recovery Costs - Oct 24  
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1108193526241&s=10358&e=001nEoH3L5MqOa0W_EgaYxh-XOLabtfnGpGFMg54tq8yDeNnuM4nEcM-YV4NL8H8TZAHldJOOq6NnZLT8hSIrMQg6G8FcIAI7aZ82um7C_DQjNcror6Ut_2ksztKJdVId8pTreqlRAdoy4_pk85OAN1YQQ9VMO_jVTl
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1108193526241&s=10358&e=001nEoH3L5MqObGOtdJYDlP5dcy9gkI-tdJCHFwyoQERvhFSo3H92Ouk2YOF4yAJ3glW2yAi1-kZt78EdzDDecoyO0O3u-TRDzI9dHsK5DTV1GJ4wpj6SDXNroXCyX7-0iDTWlTg0xoHlOjNwfFAdlSg69PyOkC7b73doFDWWh9kOM=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1108193526241&s=10358&e=001nEoH3L5MqObJUDRbn4OQlja-TfsoErJ5izH4kRnbaNpeBQIaMVP_NHti_bDGGT93I48_51AuY4NZpylmOrHdMEu6V_Yk8W4GtFb4iW8qOX1f5cMXPGZh8CvHuADXOMNk6Vcr3WQkOICuFyxox7zibQFpEwN7wgx4TVo_1vesK-E=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1108193526241&s=10358&e=001nEoH3L5MqOZC1CB8Q4cOWwG6ZVc6TJagfCnXNCeFvSD_ezDH9i_0TFZVwQA-60lvVBIZXjjbF1hNZxLNmLmSQKmSNl1E5da3pieMcPBTRKff2SWKrQQwt5vW2Ch9ZKUNZ7xR5V7auI7Zwmul4KeMwA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1108193526241&s=10358&e=001nEoH3L5MqOZULI3YU5bcNapIvSofCS9VEmwlV2POui3g8yxcCQJhYpqvgscvjNQJv-LEzD-NZzTDrFIhWi21tUPl_yfdqckHRTx4cidA5-9NYR1ZYDFA-sGkk2xww1DTardHY6_zY_FlwrPY9VbEpAwhwZ-aDFmB
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1108193526241&s=10358&e=001nEoH3L5MqOZw7YKAb_q25kfOg6zwEVds-GULO3wHCZM6_AlOybxJYbcrALHg_mJBwm3cn8PqRpGQPmUyiYVZh7wDHcQYSn2W33J16ZxdtXrB0XAEtqTrJsscpGunjiEG
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1108193526241&s=10358&e=001nEoH3L5MqOZoKiZc0L5I8PDknWFJBOm7l-rc1PkLdjU1oyeEAOA1_CrFwAp1sqcz9A973Utla6xOi62C3-J5S9VWT5e2zwLwQPoeUnvSfmYyi0oIdrP2Lyukex-01Hm1DqScknp7pFmGOObtQyCDHAC3JvifgpRZwvRJoDSv1sLzxeoAN4MSzA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1108193526241&s=10358&e=001nEoH3L5MqOYdpltvc7jUdqHYBKYdZ7ClUe236V_hVhJk4SjnSHaX09-lLjl-p1qCPgBy8V6DsE9Dl4QeYKRPYYAd5pbfk02nZof-CBAVM3_110D3wWzeKHvz8cKS3Zb2AmW-S0o5HyENTLv-QLRJ-8chAg8znAYOkfuRdIZeH7sT48psTBKqfmoujeHZQlak-5ueuldT0xYYq0OcUJ7YjGP2m6_slPEd6xj2mXlJeOTsOFjwhrDEyS9uE5sc8Tn6bUNPRK3lYococKiikda2KYD_44DfybWsweJQuIdP4cgZ_nF4Kh7AsyD_vN8oLU_uxIhincIbxwEAJT_G8YBiHQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1108193526241&s=10358&e=001nEoH3L5MqOZoKiZc0L5I8PDknWFJBOm7l-rc1PkLdjU1oyeEAOA1_CrFwAp1sqcz9A973Utla6xOi62C3-J5S9VWT5e2zwLwQPoeUnvSfmYyi0oIdrP2Lyukex-01Hm1DqScknp7pFmGOObtQyCDHAC3JvifgpRZwvRJoDSv1sLzxeoAN4MSzA==
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1101966333433


Boulder County have 
joined the ranks of other 
local governments that 
are requiring new homes 
to achieve a RESNET 
HERS Index target as part 
of the jurisdiction's 
building code. Among its 
provisions, the program 
requires that new homes 
must meet a maximum 
HERS Index score of 70 
for single-family homes 
up to 3,000sf. The HERS 
Index requirement varies 
by the size of the home 
and whether the home is 
a single or multi-family 
building. [More] 
  

ACEEE Seeks COO 
ACEEE is seeking an 
experienced manager 
with energy efficiency 
experience to serve as a 
member of their senior 
management team and 
to play a lead role in their 
operations. The position 
oversees ACEEE's finance, 
human resources, and IT 
systems, as well as an 
ACEEE research program. 
The position description 
is available on the ACEEE 
website. [Position] 

FGBC Committee 

Meetings   

   

Affordable Housing  
3rd Thursday-monthly 
10 a.m. 

Board of Directors 
3rd Wednesday-monthly 
3 p.m. 

Commercial 

1st Tuesday-monthly 
3 p.m. 

  

The Florida Public Service Commission staff is recommending 

approval of more than $300 million requested by Florida 

Power & Light Co. and Progress Energy for planned new 

nuclear power plants and existing plant upgrades.  

  

Meanwhile, Rep. Michelle Rehwinkel Vasilinda, D-Tallahassee, 

again has filed a bill for 2012 that would repeal the 2006 law 

that allows utilities to collect money for new nuclear and coal 

gasification plants regardless of whether they are ever built. 

And Sen. Mike Fasano, R-New Port Richey, is looking to 

amend similar language to a bill in the 2012 session, an aide 

to the senator said. 

  

Florida Power & Light Co. this year requested approval of 

$196 million in cost recovery for upgrading nuclear units and 

for planning of two new nuclear units at Turkey Point. The 

average residential customer who now pays 33 cents per 

month now would pay $2.09 for nuclear charges in 2012, 

according to FPL. 

  

Progress Energy requested $140 million towards a proposed 

new nuclear plant in Levy County and for upgrading its 

nearby Crystal River nuclear plant. The average residential 

customer who now pays $5.53 per month now would pay 

$4.68 for nuclear charges in 2012, according to Progress 

Energy. 

  

The Public Service Commission held two weeks of public 

hearings on the requests in August. The commission is 

holding a special meeting on Oct. 24 to decide the issue.  

Dunedin Earns FGBC Gold 
 

   

The City of Dunedin has achieved the gold-level FGBC Green 

Local Government certification through the program's 

upgrade option. Originally certified in 2007 at the silver level, 

Dunedin recently earned 47 percent of the maximum 

applicable points and now holds the highest score achieved by 

any city, matched only by Sarasota County. Congratulations 

to Dunedin for their continued commitment. View a summary 

of Dunedin's green achievements on the FGBC website in the 

"Directories" section under "project search." [View] 

U of FL Receives $6M to Fund Biofuel Production 
 

  

The University of Florida has received a $6.3 million grant for 

the commercial production of Terpene, a biofuel derived from 

pine trees. The pine tree developed for this project is 

designed both to increase the turpentine storage capacity of 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1108193526241&s=10358&e=001nEoH3L5MqObCWxEAB1bPJ48Tc5CA52zWFDzPBaII5KV-AdeAsiaJNKpLs5ThM53J5gRGOykhjdb07d9TJKYQv52A-2OOLMdEQnBHQC1ebLUrbjwvs6b3tOVV0I8evl9yidqIh19rl0C1tU4LeSq61HeOX7fwALhq0-vYoL-CtGGibET6veDkJDGOs6O0aktyyeeFArK7y1kGqj0oyKtCcQul4RJzIM9q
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1108193526241&s=10358&e=001nEoH3L5MqObMhXZ1CVbmIPt-Ha52tnfu_NFPLxy1oZFEJba7mcfh9-aPxdQdlujv_LzO355Dod6QOgjtToc3oPGQuQwfa7C5GyleZLVCrUmeiPHlPJ0P-6dLmqs5hMqv4cT1zTTOwWqB8YBd0vBLQIqHDGaMeqcy1zkCjGQFJq0=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1108193526241&s=10358&e=001nEoH3L5MqOY02sXczBPREfFZwFhomebP58MLJCKOUVUn9dbvAu5RJy0KRfLKWpAWxm-cW7rjGPC32RrAHP3mr7CSDGbx43VRg6IdE_MF8DroTQjpccAvnI1fdROc-IPbgQzaOBt8TFJvru4kVxB-1kY8ni5SDA7YqQgrMWtF08zB-ujEZYG7sg1NrbYwDGfx


Hi-Rise Residential 
3rd Wednesday-monthly 
11 a.m. 
 

Homes 
2nd Thursday-monthly 
2 p.m. 

Land Development 
4th Wednesday-monthly 
4 p.m. 

Local Government 
1st Tuesday-monthly 
10:30 a.m. 

Membership 
Committee 
3rd Thursday-monthly 

Programs & 
Promotions 
3rd Thursday-monthly 
1 p.m.  

  

DOE Funding 
Programs  

   
DOE has wide range of 
funding programs 
available for 
renewable energy 

projects that use solar, 
geothermal or wind.  
  
Check out these 
websites for eligibility 
and details: 
  

Loan Programs 
 
Geothermal 
 
Solar 
 
Wind & Water  

 

 

the wood and to increase turpentine production from 3 

percent to 20 percent. The fuel produced from these trees 

would become a sustainable domestic biofuel source able to 

produce 100 million gallons of fuel per year from less than 

25,000 acres of forestland. 

Just For Kids: DOE Home Energy Challenge Launched 
 

   

In the America's Home Energy Education Challenge, 

participating schools compete for more than $200,000 in 

prizes. The program, which runs from September through 

December 2011 is designed to teach students and their 

families about energy, energy use, and the correlation 

between saving energy and saving money to encourage them 

to implement energy savings techniques at home. Teachers, 

students and families can participate in two ways: (1) Home 

Energy Challenge and, (2) Energy Fitness Award. This looks 

like a great awareness campaign for our future generation. 

Get your kids or grandkids involved. [More] 

Hybrid Ground Source Heat Pumps Proving Efficient, 
Affordable  

   

A recent report, Hybrid Ground-Source Heat Pump 

Installations: Experiences, Improvements and Tools - 

demonstrates that hybrid ground-source heat pumps (GSHP) 

are a viable solution to reduce energy use in commercial 

buildings. The report finds that new hybrid systems 

dramatically decrease up-front costs while delivering financial 

and environmental benefits nearly equivalent to standard 

ground-source heat pumps. With its lower price, hybrid GSHP 

technology could be deployed widely, saving energy and 

money in new and existing commercial, industrial, and 

institutional buildings, according to the report. The study 

validated hybrid systems as a cost-effective alternative to 

traditional ground-source heat pump systems. Case studies 

were conducted in climates with different heating and cooling 

needs. 

  

All GSHP systems have benefits such as saving money and 

reducing fossil fuel usage. In standard GSHP systems, also 

known as geothermal heat pumps, a large underground heat 

exchanger made from a loop of plastic pipes is buried or 

drilled into the ground. A fluid circulates through the pipes, to 

move heat between the in-ground heat exchanger and a heat 

pump, which regulates building temperature. The upfront 

installation cost for this underground loop is significant, up to 

half the cost of the entire system, but necessary to achieve 

the desired temperature levels.  

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1108193526241&s=10358&e=001nEoH3L5MqObztPcmeYufg2aXNl27kyNGcaOJmFmDjVTpQr0VKt6L-cCzkqmn_6uiflRwKS086-GKju3DGIOPlmLeLhHetSYwOkVRodVjI8lRfhgPUugN1A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1108193526241&s=10358&e=001nEoH3L5MqObivFXAnyYxAi96H0OfbaAHlmZ2JUg07viVrPe5zaZMlKbwE4iNw0heyCOSzbs-XHWPxt-nitbucvyfRr1BqYwp1PE3lc8U8TV5KXYIA2BJxxLxrrInVKq7ryxXYEc6ZgQ=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1108193526241&s=10358&e=001nEoH3L5MqOZpfqDrJeUYjeltAVZ14T9jCuOqnCq0VSliiSoZjzGf0xnq8ENqOdvuZ0PF9CQpAON3Lu6SZTKRfU2zx0ZZuDp3No6PcL73CffSBP-6OydaM9mgE-VNP9IF
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1108193526241&s=10358&e=001nEoH3L5MqOZZdvY8KTz0wojNhtwnv3PuzN931LgRgjMzPGHpioKXvzwdSQvFWH6oVH0zt7R3TzAKBUsH6CxMrhf6lXXmVx4TQAlp6kMuLHaMSJmO4cJoz87SB5QgefFk4DMzcCjGkio=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zpv4ejcab&et=1108193526241&s=10358&e=001nEoH3L5MqObQrE9R69h22_BJzc0_stLoFDLPfwkJHS-ZPN-hOACxcMVZi5EIh9Ab6lS3eqKFNNDgOt-O7l5GxZE0yTYm0ymuWp3DNbB93MlDy3apmireg7f9PgCMzVdqUrdQf_LdD7xBIiy-Gr4XNg==


With the hybrid system, the size of the underground loop is 

drastically smaller, making drilling less expensive and less 

invasive. To compensate for the smaller loop system, 

conventional technology (such as cooling towers or boilers) is 

used to meet a portion of the peak heating or cooling needs. 

Balancing the load of the GSHP with traditional HVAC 

equipment lowers up-front costs, while still providing the 

energy efficiency of a GSHP. This study showed that due to 

typical building load fluctuations, the standard equipment 

runs so infrequently it doesn't substantially reduce the energy 

savings.  
 

 

 


